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Am ſo far from being an Ene 

$0 FF oa 45 — I coafoſe I ko. 
an inveterate prejudice in favour 
= of them: Notwithſtanding which 
1 muſt Acknowledge , that the Do- 


ctrine of Morality and Religion may 


be delivered with ſpecial advantage in 


* 


the form of Aphoriſms. For Proof 
of this I appeal to the Excerpta of 


Marcus Antoninus; aud the Proverbs 
of Solomon, wherein the moſt Impor- 


rant Truths of theſe kinds are repre 
ſented without any of that Artificial 
Dependence, and Method, which ſome 


"- 


| find hard to Comprehend. 
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But if the Synopſis were as eaſily || 
and as perfectly laid in the mind 4 YL 
him that is to Learn; as "tis in the | 
Mind and Tables of him that is to | 
Teach; yet no man can Live (howe- | 


ver he may Talk) Syſtematically. 


lis commonly ſome Few Truths that 
are entertained in a mans Judgment, 
and are become his Temper and Prin- 
Ciples ; which Direct and Govern him: 
and the Rnomledge of ſuch Truths may 
be attained with more eaſe, and with 
as great N in this way of Tender- || 
ing them to his Underſlanding. | 


Of this every Reader is equally Ca- 

pable; He that has not the command 

75 much Time at once; and He that 
has not Spirits for very long Atten- 

tion; as well as He that hath no o- 

ther Buſineſs than Study, and can | 

ſpend whole Weeks ana Months in that N. | 

Exerciſe, e . . 
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Any one may at a ſpare Hour make 
|| CITY „ and a Uſeful Entertain- 

ment of his Thoughts , by Confiderins 

theſe Aphoriſms: and for this reaſon. 
| they are made Pablick , that Others may: 
have the ſame Inſtrument of Eaiſicatt- 
on, which the Collector had framed for 
himſelf. f Yo as 


GOD and Religion muſt be en- 
| deared to the Reaſon of that Man who is 
to be effeftually Religious: and if Theſe 
be truly Repreſented, the oreateft Ho- 
| nour is done unto them, and they will 
| appear to be, what a man would De- 

fire, moſt Venerable in themſelves , 
and moſt Beneficial and Neceſſary to 


him. 


But if Religion he obtruded as an 
Impoſition of Roner; and if God be 

. deſcribed as an Enemy to Men; this 
N - 45:4 Blaſphemons Miſrepreſentation of 
| "Goth, and alſo an Alienation of the 
Mid of Man from his Chiefeſt Good, 
[which it ought perfeilly to be Reron. 
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God truly is unto us, what he s 


in Himſelf ; the Perfection of Good- 
. neſs, directed by the Perfection of 
Wiſdom, and exerciſed by 


the Per- 


fection of Power : ſo that no Man 


can poſſibly Suffer more, no man can 


reaſonably Expect leſs from God , than 


what is the Natural iſſue of the grea- 


teſt Goodneſs, and Love. 


beg is given us of God for 
our good; and there is nothing in Re- 
ligion, which any Man who is willing 


to do himſelf the greateſt Good that 


can be, would be wanting in, if he 
were not deluded by Error , or hin- 


dred by Luſt. 


And altho* men be Sinners, and ſo 
as contrary to their Religion, as Re- 
ligion is contrary to their Degeneracy ; yet 
Religion is on that Account recommen- 
ded to them, becauſe it is for their 
Reſtauration; and therefore muſt be- 
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conciled to, Satisfied with, and Hap- 
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i Century I. 
"=_ 1 Affects to be an 2 1 1 
makes himſelf a Fool. _ «a 
Some groſly Neglect, ſome on- 2 
ly Pretend, and ſoms openly ke. 
nounce Religion. 5 al 
Rigi is the Rule of Law, and Law |. 
is declaratory of Right. 1 


If there be no Knowledge 
is no Beginning of Religion; if there 
be no Goodneſs, there is no Since- 


rity of Religion; but a Contradicti- 
by holding the Truth in 


on to it, 
Unri ghteouſneſs 


In all Caſes we are to 8 1 ; 


is Reaſon , what is Right: Willftands 


for nothing, in Viguartinn from theſe, 


Right is determined by its agreeable- 
neſs to the Reaſon of Things : and 
none ſhall * aße in Wieked- 
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"The fame chat! is D In the Sa. 
0. is Grace in the Ori nal. 
8 God made man Intellipent and vo. 
luntary: and the Law * his Nature, 
and. the Reaſon of his Mind, God in- 
tended for the e Rule of his Life; 
and to take place in all particulars, 1 
. where God $5 id not think good, far- || 
ther to expreſs his Will, and declare | 
nis Pleaſure. | 
What is Perfedted hereafter, muſt 
be Begun here. 
10 Religion is not one ching in its Prin- 
i CcCiples, and another thing in the Subject. 
1 Tris baſe, and unworthy to Live be- 
low the Dignity of our Nature. | 
12 Tis our grand Defection and Apo. 
a: fac to live in contradiction to the end 
RR Being; which no Creature be- 
. 5 man doth; and none do, but wie. 
': _ ked Men, a and Devils. e 
13 Infinite Power, includes not in it, 
the Poſlibilir of Evil. | 
"I * If we conſider What is e rea- 
[ be * Nature, we ſhall ha ve a Rule to 
2 05 as to Good, 258 Evil. | 
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What is Myr ally Good is fo ſuitable 
to the Nature of Man, that Motion 
in Religion, cannot but be with Plea- 
ſantneſs. . 
Tis (Abe * Godleſi Fee 5 
(though the thing be well done for the 
matter) where there is not Intention 
K ; 
| The matters of Religion are not Im- 
poſitions of Power: Fu Reſolutions 
of Judgment. 
There is no perticular of a Religious 
Life, which we cannot give an Account 
of the Motives, and Grounds upon 
| which it doth depend, either from the 
Good of the particular Perſon, or of 
the Society, in which we Live; in pur- 
ſuance of Reaſon 1 O Obedience to 
God. 
0 whom it belongs to be the Firſt 
N Cauſc, to the ſame it belongs to be the 
Laſt End: ſo God ſhould be to us, by 
our own Act: He that is Original to 
us by himſelf, ſhould be Final to us, by 
our Choice, 5,44 
Where there is all perfection in Con- 8 
june 50 there is no place for aa 
r 32 Vncert ain 275 * rnd 
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APHORISMS. Cent.].' 
Uncertainty , or Unconftancy : Reſo- 
lution, and Performance in Agents of 

any perfection, go always with the 
| Reaſon of the thing. 3 
21 An lntelligentVoluntary Agent in right 
Conſtitution, doth in due and conve- 
nient Circumſtances, as certainly pro- 
duce noble and generous effects, in uſe 
of his Liberty; as any Natural Agent, 
which is determined to one thing, doth 
its proper effects, in matter prepared, 
and diſpoſed; elſe the way of Volun- 
tary Motion would be inferior to, 
and more imperfect than Natural Mo- 


tion. r 
22 By theſe two Things Religion is re- 
cqmmended to us, above all other 
things whatſoever : (I.) By the Satiſ. 
faction we thereby enjoy in Liſe: and 
(2.) By the Expectation we have there: 
by at Death. e 
23 Thereis That in God which is Ori. 
ainal to all poſſible Perfection: and 
there is That in God, which is exem 
ed to all good Actions. 
24 lis ſtrange that Man (of all the 
Creatures in this Lower World) ſhould 
e alledge 
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not uſe his Faculties : That he cannot 
apply them to their proper Objects: 


That he cannot Obſerve manner, and 


meaſure. _ Mo 
*Tis the work and bufineſs of Reli- 


gion, and of our Lives, to Reconcile 


the Temper of our Spirits to the Rule 


of Righteouſneſs: and to incorporate 


the Principles of our Religion, into 


the Complexion of our Minds. a 

This is to be done (1.) By ſearching 
into the Nature of Things, and Rea- 
ſon of our Duty, that our Judgment 


may be ſuch as to Approve the Laws 


Retracting and 


. 


of our Religion: (2.) By Practicing 


according to our right Apprehenſions 
of things, till it becomes eaſy and: de- 
lightful to us: (3.) By Perſiſting in 
this Courſe all our days, ever deſigning 
and meaning Righteouſneſs, A 
orrecting what is Un- 


righteous. 5 bets 
The whole World # Governed by the 


Perfection of Truth, Righteouſneſs 


and Goodneſs, in conjunction with the 
Perfections of Wiſdom and Power; and 
EE. B3 nothing 


af 4. 
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: | s nothing 15 done by God 3 but what theſe | 
Perfections do. 


Mjigion, They would do nothing, but 
neſs doe ( according to their Under- | 


ſtanding, and Ability): and then one 


gion, become the Temper of our Spi- 
rits, then we are truly Religious: and 


bation of them. For nothing which | 
is the Reaſon of Things, can be Re- 
Underftood. 


Religion, is the knowledge of God's 


is the knowledge of his Will (concern- 
ing Expiation, and Pardon.) | 


A 


Did Chriſtians live according to their 
at Truth, Righteouſneſs and Good- 


man would be 4 God unto another. | 
When the Principles of our Reli- 


the only way td make them become ſo, | 
is to Reaſon our ſelves into an Appro- || 
fuſed by the Reaſon of Man, when | 

The Natura! Knowledge of Religi- 
on is as Spiritual, as any Knowledge 
that belongs to us. The Moral part of | 
Nature. The Poſitive part of Religion 

That which is not Original to it (elf, 
: Kyowledge 
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 "Fiponledge of God doth ſuppoſe com 7 
Effects. e 
than his word, and very well fave His 
word ) becauſe he is Better than his 


ny Power: and all Power is Limited by 


wards Him, or Happineſs by Him: o JW 
that the man is at a great Loſs, whe- 1 wi 
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comitant Affections, and connatural * k 
He that Threatens, may be Better 32 1 
word: for no man is worſe than his 


word. 2 | | _— 
The Rule of Right is the Reaſon of 33 Wi 
Things: The Judgment of Right is the 15 
Reaſon of our Minds; perceiving the 
Reaſon of things. 1 _— | 

Right and Truth are greater than a- 34 


Right. 155 = 
The Will of Man ſhould be Govern- 335 
ed by the Reaſon of his Mind: and the * 
Reaſon of his Mind, by the Nature of 
We are to Uſe our Religion, not to 36 U 
TT ⁵˙ 2: _— 
We cannot puta greater Abuſe up- 37 
on God, than to ſay, Hie is obſcure: That 
He expreſſes himſelf darkly in that, 
which concerns every man's Duty to- 
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"her 6 Underflande Gods ans : 
1 by his written Word, or not. 
VP 33 To uſe Power to controul the Prin- 
ciples of Human Nature; (the Uſe 
of Reaſon, the Exerciſe 50 Libert 9) 
is as ſtrange a Phenomenon, as to cro 
ot pervert the common Courſe of Na- 
tural Agents; to bring the Sun back 
„again, or to make it fill the World with 
darkneſs and ſtench. 
39% Believe Things, rathet than Men. 


d 

40 A Man has as much Right to uſe his 0 

own Under ſtanding in Judging of Truth, t 

as he has a Right to uſe his own Eyes 1 

to fee his way. Therefore it is no of- 1 

fence to another, that any man uſes his { 

own Right. We 

41 All Sin is either contrary to the ve- v 

ry Nature of God: or elſe contra- ſ 
ry to the State of a Creature. 8 

42 Man as Man, is Averſe to what is n 

| Evil, and Wicked: for Evil is Un- | 

3% natural, and Good is at to. F 

"-  Malt- þ 

43 He that gives Reafe ſon, 54 done what e: 


zs Fit to be done 2 and yy Mo# that 
2 be done. 55 
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The Soul does Contemplate, and 
Worſhip God, when it is not diſturbed 
by Body, or Diſaffected through Vice. 
In the ſearch after God, and Con- 
templation of Him, our Wiſdom doth 
conſiſt: In our Worſhip of God, and 
our Obedience to Him, our Religion 
doth conſiſt; in Both of them, our 
Happineſs doth conſiſt, 

5 The written Word of God, is not the 
Fir#, or ongly Diſcovery of the Duty 
of Man (Rom. 2. 15, 29.) It doth ga- 
ther together, and Repeat, and Re- 
inforce the ſcattered and neglected 
Principles of God's Creation gat have 
ſuffered Prejudice, and Dimindſion, by 
the Defection and Apoſtacy of Man, 
who has Abaſed his Nature, and is paſ- 
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ſed into the contrary Spirit. 1 
Man is a Wonder to himſelf; he can 7 

neither Govern, nor know himſelf. 9 
In the Scripture, we have all the 48 

Principles of God's Creation Repeated, 

Acknowledged, Re. inforced, and Re- 

ftabliſhed, and charged upon us. 

The ſaperaddition is, the Declarati- 

en of God by Chri „ directing us, ho-.’ 
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to come to Reconciliation through 
the Mediation of Him, and upon Terms 
of Repentance. 5 


Tis the beſt Uſe of our ſelves, to be 
Employed about Gd. 
We muſt be in our meaſure, degree, 
and proportion, in reſpe& of Moral 
Perfections (of Holineſs, Righteouſ- 
neſs, Goodneſs, and Truth) what God 
# ; in his Height, Excellency, and Full- 


neſs; for in all Moral Perfections, God 


is Inmitable by us, We may Reſemble 
God; God is communicable to us; 


We may partake of Him. 


That which is the beſt Employment 
herè vill be the only Employment in 
Eternity: There we ſhall have none 
but good Company, and They will be 


better then they now are. 


There is no better way to Learn, than 


toTeach. - 


He that never changed any of his O- 
mn never corrected any of his 
FeOns. e 
The Mind of a Good Man, is the 
Beſt part of him: the Mind of a Bad 


Man is the Worſt part of him. es 
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8 1 Rana Nature, needs not have VA 
2 Law impoſed or given: for. it hath 
a Law connatural to it, is a Law to it 
"A. 
Before Nature hath ſuffered vio- 
| Hence ; it abhors Baſeneſs: but being 
often, and long Abuſed, it willingly 
conſents. 


te Compal Fonate God ſhews 
compaſſion : and it ſhall be Meaſured 
to us according to our Meaſure. 
Thoſe that Difer upon Reaſon, may 
come together, by Reaſon 
The only way to make a man's No- 
tion his own, is to communicate, and 
Diſcourſe about i it, and ſubmit it to Ex- 
amination : ſo that Thoſe that are moſt 
Profitable, are moſt Profited ; and by 
communicating themſelves , they are 
moſt Improved. 
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He that gives not Reaſon for what he 

faith, Sen nothing, though he Saith 
never ſo much. 

Tiis a great Saying,Whoſoever is Ples. 
ſed with God, Pleaſeth God: And whoſo- 
ever is Plesfed w with Goa, Gon Pl proces 
with Him. 


The. 
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66 The Government of our Spirits, is the 
3 7 OC ĩͤ 8 
63 By candid Conſtruction, you may 
Fruſtrate an Enemy; but by ſini ſter Con- 
| ſtruction, you may loſe a Friend. 
64 If a Man be once out of the Uſe of 
F Reaſon, there is no Bounds to Unrea- 
|  ſonableneſs. e 3 
65 Conſcience without Judgment is Su- 
perſtition: Judgment without Conſci- 
ence, is Self-Condemnation. _ 
66 nnocency, and Credit are the Safe- 
gauard of Vertue: he that is Guilty, 
either Defends it by a Lye, or by Im- 
pudence. 1 „ 
67 Do Man is Miſe enough for his own 
Direction; Powerful enough for his 
own Defence; or Good enough, for 
ais own Satisfaction. 5 | 
68 It had been better for the Chriſtian 
n Churih, if that which calls it ſelf Ca- 
tholick had been leſs employed in Cre- 
ating pretended Faith, and more em- 
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ployed in maintaining Univerſal Cha- 

VVV 

Let not any One uſe that Severity 

in the caſe of Another, which his 
| 9. oF own 
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may condemn Himſelf in the Perſon 
of another. „ 
To believe there is a God, is to be- 
lie ve the exiſtence of all poſſible Good, 
and Perfection, in the Univerſe: And 
it is to be Reſolved upon this, that things 
either are, or finally ſhall be as they 
ſhould be. 5 Db pale” | 
There is nothing proper and pecu- 
liar to nan, but the Uſe of Reaſon, 

and the Exerciſe of Virtue. © _ 
If any man Object the Decay of Na- 
ture, againſt the Performance of his 
Duty : He (in particular) has Abuſed 
his Nature; he hath Lived in the world 
to no Purpoſe, who hath not ſo far 
ſtudied the Principles of Reaſon, and 
the Temper of Man; as to Reconcile 
himſelf to whatſoever is Agreeable 
to humane Nature, and to whatſoever . 

| i within the Compaſs of Humane Rea- 
A F 
We may maintain the Unity of Ve- 
rity, in point of Faith; and Unity 
of Charity, in point of Communi- 
on, notwithſtanding all Differences, in 
point of Apprehenfion. Every 
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| " "Every man is Born with the Faculty | 
of Reaſon, and the Faculty of Speech: 1 
but why ſhould he be able to Speak, be- ] 
fore he has any thing to ſay? h 
It is not to be expected that another 


„ 


5 , 
man ſhould Thizk us I would, to pleaſe k 

me; fince I cannot Think as j would, 5 
to pleaſe my ſelf. ä 1 

Io0o go againſt Reaſon, is to go ind 1 
God : it is the ſelf ſame thiag, to do 1 
that which the Reaſon of the Caſe | 
doth require; and that which God In 
Himſc1f doth appoint : : It is the 8 = F 

voice of God., 3 
Mens Apprehenſions are often ne- : 
rer than their Expreſſions: they may | 
mean the ſame thing, when they ſcem t 
not to Say the ſame thing. 1 
Let no man Cendemy another . * m- 
fuch things as he Jefires God would W i 
Pardon | in himſelE If 

Creatures below us, ule themſclves as 15 

they find themſelves: you never hnd 1 
 *—” Them Worſe than themſelves. 11 
EEO Every Miſgoverument of our ſelves is WM. 
2 x puniſhment of our (elves. „ 
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Sins of the Mind have leſs Fallon 
than thoſe of the Body; but not leb 
Malignity. 

The Moft that any of us know, is 
the Leaſt of That which is to be 
known. 

Do what is Wiſdom and dead, and 
Refer your ſelves to God as Judge. 

The Law of Heaven ſhould be the 
Lawof the World. © 

God Impoſeth no Law of Righteouſ- 
neſs upon us, which He himſelf doth 
not Obſerve. 


that is contrary to the Reaſon of 
Mind, he Begins a diſpoſition contrary 
to Vertue, and Religion: a Second 
act Increaſeth i it; and by and by an Ha- 
bit of Vertue is not only weakned, but 


wrought out; and a contrary Habit! is 
Introduced. 


To do nothing that will either fink us 
into Beaſts, or Transform us into De- 
vils; As Intemperance and Senſuality. 
makes us Beaſts; ſo Pride and Malice 
Makes us Devils. 95 
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Religion makes us Live like Men: 
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man's Medicine, and another man's 


Poyſon. 


What is one man's Meat, is another 


1 
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Religion confiſts, in Things e | 


Good in themſelves , or that are for the 
Recovery in us of what are Good in 


Every ſin is Voluntary; and either 
hath the conſent of rhe Mind, or fol- 
lows upon the Neglect of the mind. 

True Liberty is always in conjuncti- 


on with Right, and Good. 


: Nothing in Religion is a Burden, but 


a Remedy, or a Pleaſure. 


Fe that would intirely do Right to 

Religion, muſt acknowledge, that Re- 
ligion does all Right to men,” 
When the Doctrine of the Goſpel be. 
comes the Reaſon of our Mind, it will 


be the Principle of our Life. 


Heaven very much confiſts in an In- 
ternal Reconciliation to the {ages of 


God, and Rule of Righteouſneſs. 


Every Sinner wrongs his own Princi- | 


ples. 
Caontrary | 


„ 0 | i 


Cent, I. APHORISMS. 


1 
1 


Contrary to the Order of Reaſon, 1 Is 
contrary to the State of Nature in In- 
tellectuals. 

lf Reaſon may not Command, it will 
Condemn. 
KReaſon aiſcovers what is Natural, 


natural. 


The Guilt of Conſcience, and En- 


mit) to Righteouſneſs; 1s the inward 
| ſtate of Hell. 


and Reaſon Receives what is ſuper: 


IOO 


tern 
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Century II. 


"Nmity with Rig ghteohſieſs 5 is 
Famiity with 664d : 

I reckon what has not Reaſoll in it, 
or for it, if held out for Religion, is 
Mans Superſtition. 

Thoſe who are united by Religion, 
ſhould be united by Charity. 

Rational Natare is as fificient and 

proportionable to its effects, as any vi- 
0 tal Principle beſides in the world. 
An Argument to Intellectual Nature 
| hath, or ought to ha ve the ſame Foree, 
as any Natural Quality or Power hath 
on an Inferior Nature. 

No man ought to have a Right of 
Pauniſbing, but he who has the Right of 
Obedience: : no man ſhould have, or 
uſe the Right of Puniſhment, but hs 
who has ſome Right denyed him (viz. 


Obedience) and "for Recovering. that 
Right of Obedience. 


God 
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God is the Creditor in reſpec of Pu- 107 
niſnment; mas is the Creditor in re- 
ſpe& of Reward. Boy 1 
He that lives out of Love, is ever 108 
contriving Offence, or Detence. 

God hath ſet up Two Lights, to en- 109 
lighten us in our way: The light of 
Reaſon, which is the Light of his Cre- 

ation: and the Light of Scripture, 

which is after-Revelation from him. 

Let us make ule of theſe two Lights, 

and Suffer neither to be put out. 
Where Religion does take place, 110 

. and is effectual, it makes his world (in 

maeeaſure and degree) Repreſentative of 


 Meaven. 1 
That muſt not be done in the De- 111 
fence of Religion, which is contrary 
to Religion. „ 

I will not ae 2 Religion for God: 112 
nor ſuffer any to make a Religion for nge. 
That which is a Coanterfeit of any 1132 

thing, or a Corruption of any thing, 1s 9 

leaſt that which it makes a ſhow ok. Ta 
The Good nature of an Heathen is 114 
more God-like, than the furious Zeal of © WM 

8 C272 | Some 
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115 Some are the worſe for their Religion. 
116 The Proud man hath no God: The 
| TUnpeaceful man hath no Neighbour : 
The Dz:traſtful man hath no Friend: 
The Diſcontented man hath not himſelf. 
117 Nothing can give Peace to him who 
| is at Enmity with his own Reaſon. 
118 Certainly They who do worſt by Re- 
ligion, ſhall Fare worſt by Irreligion. 
119 All Creatures were raiſed out of 0- 
thing: and every Creature is next to 
5 nothing. 77 rar Er Bite 
120 Tis the greateſt Power to Tranſat 
all, within the Meaſure and compaſs of 
Reaſon and Right. + 8 
121 In the Uſe of Reaſon, and the exer- 
ciſe of Vertue, we enjoy God. 


122 We are made one for another, and 
each is to be a Supply to his Neighbour. 
123 Betraying humane Converſe through 


want of good Behaviour; is contrary 
to Righteouſueſs: Neglefting the mind, 
and want of Self-Improvement, and 

Self- Government, is contrary to Sobrie- 

.. ty : but Few charge their Conſciences 

on the Account of either. . 
The Diſſembler does not think within 

ET: himſelf 
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himſelf, what he Says: The Flatterer 
does not Think of you, what he Says. 
The Diſſembler Intends not the Truth, 
the Flatterer means not the Good, he 
ſpeaks. The One ſpeaks contrary to 
Verity, the other contrary to Charity. 
Whoſoever Fails in general good Car- 
riage, and good Behaviour, in general 
Love, and good-will, will fail in what 
is more Cottly, in paying Debts exact- 
ly, in doing all good Offices, as he has 
Opportunity. 5 
Whoſoever Scorufully) Uſes any o- 
ther man, Diſparages himſelt. 
Our aotions are more our own, then 
any thing without us, and I count no- 
thing ine, that I cannot Defend againſt 
all the world. e 
Foreign oppoſition and Forces can- 
not do the Miſchief which Internal 
Feuds and Treachery may do. 
For Contradiction to his Reaſon a 
man is CHallenged now, and will be Con- 
demned at the great day of Judgment. 
"Tis the Reaſon of things, and of our 
Minds, not the Power of God only which 
Condemns. Fear thy fel F. for thou art 
| » 
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in more danger of being Condemned 
by the Reaſon of thy mind, then of any 
8 Power whatſoever, of God or man. 
Fools do not Diſtingaiſh things, ac- 
_ cording to their Differences. 
Aſiud and underſtanding hath Satiſ- 
faction in no other thing, than in At- 
tendance upon God. 
The 77/725 of God are not made ours 
by a meer Notion and Speculation but 
when they become in us, a vital Princi- 
ple, when they Eſtabliſh in us, a Sate 
and Temper; when the things of God 
are Grounds and Principles of ſuitable 
Operations. EET 
_ - Wickedreſs doth as naturally make us 
Miſerable, as it makes us zulibe to the 
moit Happy Being. As God is Holy, 
and Happy; ſo e muft be like him 
in Holineſs, that ne may be Happy. 
What we Attribute to God, as his 
excellency and Perfection; that we 
ſhould propoſe to our ſelves, as mat - 
ter of Practice, and Imitation. 
Right, in ſtrictneſs is not Right, if 
there be Equity on the other ſide. 
is e expected that there 
= ſhould 
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ho are Citizens of heaven. 

The Service of Trqth is Liberty : 
the Licentiouſneſs of Falſhood i is $la- 

VSEFY, 

Certainly our Saviour accepts of no 
other Separation of his Church, from 
the other part of the 9 than what 
is made by Truth, Vertue, Tnnocency, 
EF Holineſs of Life. 


'Tis a Buſineſs of difficulty, and 1 


| Leiſure, to diſcharge the mind of evil 
Principles; and to change Nature. 
No account can be given of Wic- 
keaneſs i in a Way of Reaſon, for Reaſon 
is againſt it 
2 1 1s hound to Obey in the x 
firſt Inftance ; if he fails, is bound to 
Repent in the ſecond. 
If we would be Real ad Sincere in 
our Devotions towards God, let us 
haye for Religion, that which will do 
us Good, Sanctitie our Natures, and 
Reconcile us to God. 
The D:{urbers of the world are not 
Naturalized to Heaven. 
Gods infinite Goodneſs makes Hie 
C4 com- 
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compleatly Happy: the degree : of our 
Happineſs holds proportion to the mea- 


ſure of our Goodneſs. 
We are Happy, in the ſame way God 


is Happy; or we are Miſerable in the 


ſame way the Devil is Miſerable. As 
Evil makes Miſerable, fo Gooanefs 
makes Happy. 


Man byReaſon,has Apprehenſions of 


Moral Good and F vil ; as Animals by 


fence diſtinguiſh Natural good and Evil. 
The Divine 3 in us, is a Nature 
againſt ſin. 
Ckrift isDivinity in tho Nidgrs of man. 
Some C *kriflians are denominated 


from Chriſt ; as the Teſwites from Jeſus. 


Though the Reaſon of the Sabſet be 


prejudiced, and corrupted, by Apoſtacy, 


and ill uſe; yet the Reaſen of the Thing ä 
continues ſacred and unchanged: 
To be in Reconciliation with God, is 
to be in Conjunction with Happineſs. 
Our Scale have nor the full uſe, and 
Improvement of themſelves, ſave in 
their Approaches to God; Imploy ment 


about H Him, and enſoyment of Him. 
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"God is the greateſt Good ( 7 
bonum )Iniquity is the greateſt evil (um- 
mum malum i) and theſe are inconfi- 


ſtent. 
The more a Sinner knows himſelf, 
the leſs he is Satisfied with himſelf. 


Law of Heaven, there had never been 
any other Being but God. 


The worſt of evil befalling Sinners, is 


not an Infliction from without, but a- 


riſes out of the Guilt of Conſcience 


within. 

There is nothing in Perfe&ion, no- 
thing natural, but where the Reaſon 
of things dire&s the Reaſon of our 


Minds: and that Guides and deter- 


mines the Will. We are Intelligent 
by the Firſt, and Voluntary by the Se- 
cond. 


| God is certain, Peu in him there 
is the Fulneſs of Liberty, and the Ful- 
neſs of Perfection, 


Of that Poner which none can poſ- 


| | fibly- Reſi/t 2 None can juſtly (m- 
plain. | 


To be Ini emperate diroys the Indi- 
vidual. 


153 


154 
Had not Infinite Goodneſs been the 
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the community: To 


vidual; To be Uarighteogs diſſolves 
he Impioas denigs 
God (cuts off from the Original, clips 


off the Sun beams.) Would we nei- 


ther bs our ſelves, nor have ought elſe 
„ 5 
Hahits of Vertue are Acquired by a 


right Uſe of our ſelves; and they are 


cipation and Reſem 


ſpoiled by Unnatural practice. f 
We are Good, by Imitation, Parti- 
lance of God: and 
in the ſame Way, We arg Happy. „ 


* 


They that Think there is 20 God, 


at ſome times; do not Think ſo at all 


times. 


An i Principlę in the Mind, is 
worſe than the matter of a Diſeaſe in 


the Body. 


As ſz is the worſt Eyil that is done; 
ſo *tis meet, it ſhould Fare the worſt. | 
God hath not the Leaſt Care of that 
part of his Creation, which doth moſt | 
Reſemble Himſelf. 5 el 
God is neyer Wanting in Weceſſa- 
ries. . 
Truth is connatural to the Soul. 


Religion 


* 
. 
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II. 
73 Begins in Knowledge, Pro- 
ceeds in 1 Practice, and Ends in Happi- 
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neſs. 
Ignorance of that, will not Deſtroy 


another, the Knowledge of which will 


not ſave me. 


Tro things we may eaſily perceive 


1.) Whether we be Hypocrites: and 


85 Whether we be Heretaxks : not 


the former, if we mean Religion; 


not the latter, if we deſire Informati- 


on, and make no Faction. 

To kzow the Difference of Right 
and Wrong, ſpeaks our Wiſdom: To 
Obſerve that Difference, {pcaks our 
Goodnels. 

He that is Light of Faith, will, by 
the ſame Reaſon , be Light of Unbe- 


lief : he will as eaſily Disbelieve Truth, 


as Believe Error. 


Deal Ingenuonſly with Truth ; and 


Love it for it felt. 


Scripture, as a Rule # Faith and 


Life ; is not one Text, ee 
God's Superintendenc) does not Dif 
charge our Subſerviency. 


A Rule 
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A Rule in Practice, is a Notion 

Incarnate; made like to us. 
Govern thy ſelf from within. 
Tis far from being True, That Man 


hath nothing to do, upon Suppoſition 


that God doth all. on 
To look for the Salvation of Glory, 


without the Salvation of Grace, is 


to Think to come at the End, without 


_ Uſe of the Means. 


We ſhould (if we were Wile, and 


Careful of our Soul's health and Safe- 


ty) Graſp and comprehend in Thought 


(fo far as we can) the ſeveral Dimen- 


tions of Time paſt , preſent, and to 
come; and Raiſe a Judgment (upon 


the view and Reſolution of the whole) 


what is our Intereſt ; what the Efta- 
blithment whereon Immortal Spirits 
may Fix and Sezrtle; and thereto (by 
invincible Courage) Szhdze all Things, 
into Obedience, and true Subſervi- 
eney;: 5: Es 


We may Overcome the Devil by 
Reſiſtance; and our /e/ves by Selk. 


denyal. 


A great 
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A great deal of Time is contracted 
in Oyportunitv. 
Man is not as he ſhould be, thro? Non- 


uſe, and Other-uſe, and Abuſe. 


&ion with Truth, and Goodnels ; and 
prevails little: Argument um ad . 


manner, fancy, pleaſure, Sc. and pre- 
vails much. 

Man is ſure of nothing ; 
ſure of himſelf. _ 

Every Man may v Eſtimate his future 
State, by his Preſent, vi. the Like, or 
more of the ſame. Death makes not 
that Change, which is made only by 


; hei is not 


Goodnels. 


after are Homopenial. 
All worldly Things are ſo much with- 
out us, and ſo ſubject to the Power of 
Vanity and Uncertainty ; 7 hat t 
do not Make us when they come: 
Mend us while they ſtay: 


us when they are Taken away. 


nor 


As 


Argumentum in Cauſe is in Conjun- 


nem is in conjunction with humour, 


Moral Principles of Knowledge and 


The State here, and the State here- 


nor Dude 5 
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191 


192 


193 


194 


to himſelf. 


As to the Truth of Things, we ao 


not what we Pretend, but what we 
intend. 1 5 Fes 


The Chriftian Religion made a cloak 
(or cover) of Licentiouſne(s ; is the 
Beñ Thing in the Worſt Uſe. 

By Degeneraty, we come to be Leaſt 
That, which by God's Creation, we 
were chiefly deſigned to be. 

The Beginnings of Sin are Mo- 


deft, the Iſſues of it are Impudent. 


By Uſe, Cuſtom, and Practice, 


Men come to be Auy thing; tho? never 
10 Irrational and Unnatural. 


We know where we Begin to Miſ- 
carry, but we know not where we 
ſhall ay. N 8 
Vſing and Enjoying is the true Ha- 
T. | 5 | | | 
Man in reſpect of God, is not his 
Own: he Owes to God, more than 
There are two Things of great 
Importance to uz, viz. (I.) To Live 


Fg 


well: and (2.) To Dyewell: ToLive 
as we ſbould ; and to Dye as we would: 


To 
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Cut. II. APHORISMS. © 
To Live according to God's Dire&i- 
on, and to dye according to our own 
T . 
Againſt the Guilt of Conſcience, 199 
there is the State of Juſtification: a-* | 

galnſt the Malignity of Spirit, there 
is the habit of $untiiearton, 

There is nothing deſperate in the 200 
State of Good men; where thete is i 
a right Principle within them; and 
God's Supetintendency over them. 
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201 IN are as if they never had 
I been committed, when the Sin- 
ner hath Repented, and God hath 
A | a 
211 Piertue and Vice differ as Heaven 
and Hell: for Theſe make Heaven, 
and Hell; as they are a State: Self. 
Juſtification with Conſcience of Truth: 
Self- Condemnation with Conſcience 
1 of iniquity. * 
203 We never better Exjo) our ſelves, 
| than when we moſt Enjoy God. 
204 Goodneſs in caſe of Miſapprehen- 


. ſion in Judgment, is a Principle of 
3 Direction; in caſe of Miſcarriage in 
| Practice, is a Principle of Reſtaura- 

| mon... ” - 
205 Obligation to divine Truth, is Re- 

| ligious Liberty: Obligation to the 
| 2 5 error, is Saperſtitious Vaſſa- 

= ave. | | 


| ” Ee Hypocrijy 
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gion, but is Practicing upon it, 


There cannot be Receiving Truth in 


Love, where there is not receiving it in 
Judgment. 


He that is Vicious, is a Moral Mon- 


Rer. 
| The ſenſe of Repentance is better Al- 


Ehpocr ih, 15 not being ſhort in Kell | 


furance of Pardon > than the Teſtimony E 


of an Angel. 


Repentance is Satisfactory to the Rea- 


ſon of our Minds; and neceſſary to the 
Quiet of our Conſciences. 

"Tis as Nataral for a Max (in reſpect 
to the Principles of God's Creation in 
Him) to do that towards God, his 
Neighbour, and Flimſelf; which Right 
Reaſon doth demand ; as *tis for a 
Bea#, to be guided by his Senſes, and 
Inſtinc; or as tis for the San to give 
Light. Py 

. Al Vertue is connatural ; and all Vice 
is unnatural to men. 


Regeneratibn 15 the Salvation of the 


preſent State : Glorification is the Salva- 
tion of the future State. 
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215 
not be Happy by God, in a way of 


216 


217 


218 


wh of 


220 


EE. * 


by Submiſſion, and Reconciliation 


Practice, and one who doth Unnatural 


what is True of God; the ſecond act is 


and does conſider, would chooſe to 
have his Obligation to Religion ei- 
ther Releaſed, Cancelled, or Diſchar- 


In Intellectual Nature, a Principle 
of Knowledge is Vital to the Under: 
ſtanding ; and an habitual Diſpoſition 
BY ILSS FRETELE. in chip es 
Sinners muſt Repent, for they can- 


Oppoſition againſt Him: it muſt be 
to 2010 + 

He that does not Repent of his fin, 
Juſtihes it. Den | 
is impoſſible for a man to be made 
Happy, by Putting him into an Hap- 
py Place ; unleſs he be firſt in an Happy 
State. 


A Sinner is a Perſon of Violent 


The firſt Act of Religion is to Rom 
to Expreſ3 it in our Lives. 

Religion is Intelligible, Rational, 
and Accountable. None who knows 


ged. 


* 
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The Moral Laws are Ta of 1 them- 


ſelves, without Sanction by Will ; ha- 


ving ſanction in the Reaſon of Things. 7 


Inſtitutes were never intended to be 
in Compenſation for failure in — 


but for their better Security. 
A man is not exceſſively Wicked on a 


ſudden: but no man knows when he is 


going, how far he ſhall go. 


: No man is True to himſelf, that is 


Falſe to his God: no man that is Ill- 
Imployed is certain he ſhall be True to 


himſelf. 
The Guilt of Conſcience is 4 Fuel 
of Hell. 7 


If Iam Gailty , I have a Wopnd: 


within; and have nothing within me 
True to my ſelf. 


Heaven primarily lies in a Refined 


Tome, in an internal Reconciliati- 


on to the Nature of God, and to the 
Rule of .Righteouſneſs. 


Both Heaven and Hell have their 


Foundation within us. 
The Mind is to be Informed with 
me; ; and io by Vertue, 
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2 160 "A man Forces himſelf, "when he is Vi- | 
cCious; and a man kindly uſeth himſelf, 
when he is Vertuous. 
731 There is a Reaſon in man, to which 
' the Difference of good and evil may be 
made to appear; and thus, we may 
Work upon the mind of any man. 

232 The Unrighteons are Condemned by 
tthemſelves, before they are condemn- 
ed of God. 
233 Reaſon is the Divine Governour of 

Man's Life. 
234 Irxxeligion is the moſt Unnatural thing 
7: I the world. 
235 II is as natural chat Will ſhould fol- 
4 the; as that Vader ſtanding ſhould go 
before. Mes: 
236 Truth is connatural to a man's Soul, 
and in Conjunction with it, becomes 
the minds Temper, and rennen 
| and Conftitution. 
237 Guilt is the ſting of Puniſhment. _ 
238 He Wrongs himſelf, that upon ac- 


count of Religion, comes under the 
Obligation of any thing in Dea of 
e which he is not obliged ta 
by Reaſon and Scripture. 

FCC Mag 
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Man 1 with his Freedom, and 
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enſlaves himſelf, hen he ſubjects him- 
ſelf to That, which is not Sovereign 
in him as Reaſon is. | 


Men affects to be Atheiſts, that they 


may be Lawleſs. | : 
Vertue has Reward, and Vice has Pu- 
niſhment ariſing out of it ſelf. 


He that has no Government of him- 
ſelf; has no Enjoyment of himſelf. 
Whoſoever is of a Malignant Diſpo- 
ſition of mind, he hath brought him- 
ſelf into it, by groſs ſelf. Neglect, or by 


voluntary ſelf-Abuſe. 
The Uſe of the Body is to be the In- 


ſtrument of the Soul, in the practice 


of Vertue; and when 'tis not made 
ſuch, *tis Alienated from its proper 
Uſe. 


He that Commands others, is not ſo : 
much as Free, if he doth xo: Govern 


biaſel, :: 
If through the Help of God, we 


do not Alienate our ſelves from the 


* 


Things of the world ; he Things of the 
world, will certainly Ali 


nate us from 
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247 A man hath his Religion to little tl 
purpole, if by it he doth not Mend his | 

Nature, and Refine his Spirit. | ( 

249 . We 1 orſpip God beſt, when we Re- 1 
ſemble Him moſt, : e. 


249 I Believe, and ot to Dog i is to Hold 1 n 

the Truth in U nrighteoulneſs. 5 

250 Io live after Temper, is below Rea- | c 

ſon, and ſhort of Vertue. c 

251 There is much of GOD in Man; h 
| therefore man ought not to Abuſe him- 


ſelf. | u 
252 No one Revetencerh- a wicked man, . 

: no not a wicked man himſelf. t 
253 There is no Natural Action ſo mean 3 d 

= as every ſinful Action is. I 
254 5j is below any Man. | 2: 
255 He that hath no Reverence for Vim- 0 
tl  /*/f, and his own Nature (ſo as to A- I 


= buſe it, and Diſorder it) he hath no 


Reverence for God. 3 
A man cannot do himſelf Right, | / 
if he Lives from without, and not ET E 
within. [1 
Right and uit is determined, not I 


by the Arbitrary pleaſure of him | 
that has Power over us; but. by ÞF. 4 
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the Nature and Reaſon of Things. 0 
Ihe greater Rights of the World 258 
Ne Govern above, and below) are 

etermined by theRelation things have 

each to other: and theſe Rights can 

never yield, or be controuled : For 

Theſe are a Law with God, and ac- 

cording to his Nature, and are as un- 

changeable and unalterable as God 
himſelf. TOW = 
Equity is Abatement of Legal Right, 259 
upon Reaſonable confiderations. bp 
The Suitableneſs and Fitneſs that 260 
there is in one thing to Accommo- 

date another in the inferior world; is a 

Reſemblance of what the Superior and 

Intellectual world does by Juſtice and 

Equity: ſo the whole Creation of God 

is mutually Beneficial. 

Wiſdom and Power are Perte&ions on- 261 

ly as they are in conjunction with Ju- 

ſtice and Goodneſs. 5 5 

Holineſs in Angels and Men, is their. 262 
Dei formity, Likeneſs to God, in Good. 
neſs, Righteouſneſs, and Truth, _ 

Relative Holineſs depending upon an. 263 

Arbitrary act, is of a mutable Nature. 
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Tzhings Relatively Holy, have ve. 


ver been Equalized with, but have ha 
: * been Subſervient to Real -Holi- an 
neſs. ME 0 
The Reaſonable part of Man hath Þ th 
a peculiar Reſervation for God : and 
its Happineſs is in its Employment a- * 
bout God. „„ _-. 
Man's Fame is his Second Securi- W. 
ty, for Goodneſs ; as Conſcience is his | W. 
Nothing is ſo Bad as Moral Evil. :- 
Puniſhment has in it the Notion ofa || hi 
Remedy ; and has the place of a Mean ; 
not of an End. 3 ſa 
N > The Execution of Paniſhment is for "0 
i the Defence of Righteouſneſs. 5 - 
270 In the Lord's Supper, there is the = 
[| Action, and the Explication of the pl 
„„ _ to 
There is no One thing in All That tl 
Religion which is of God's making, that i 
any ſober man in the true Uſe of his 
Reaſon, would be Releaſed from, I d. 
tho? he might have it, under the 
Seal of Heaven. TY: a1 


Reaſon 


* > 
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Reaſon and Vertue are Things that 
have Bounds and Limits: but Vice 
and Paſſion have none. rf 
Religion was given us of God for 
Do Ep (cr 
Nothing Spoils Human Nature 
mare: than Falle ara i 7 
The good Nature which Man is born 
with, is Better than Falſe Religion, 
which makes men ill-Natured. 
The greateſt Performance in the 
Life of Man, is the Government of 
OO GO TY. 
Give me the man of whom I may 
fay , This is the perſon, who in the 
true uſe of Reaſon, (the Perfection of 
Humane Nature) who in the Practice 
and Exerciſe of Vertue (its Accom- 
pliſhment) hath brought himſelf in- 
to ſuch a Temper as is Connatural to 
thoſe Principles, and Warranted by 
them. Th ; Ts 
He that gives way to Self-will, hin- 
ders Self-Enjoyment, 5 
The Sufferings from Malignity abroad ann 
are not ſo great, as the Suſfritgn RB: Waſh: 
Malignity mithin. EET Doha 11 
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FM AP HOKISMS. Cent. III. 
280 Serenity of Mind, and Calmneſs of 


Thought, are a better Enjoyment than 
any thing w:thout us. . 
281 All heaven and hell is not hereafter, 
and from without : but are preſent and 
from within. 5 


282 They that are Reconciled unto God, 


in the Frame and Temper of their 
Minds; that Live according to the 
Law of Heaven (the everlaſting and 

immutable Rule of Goodneſs, Righ- 
teouſneſs and Truth) may truly be ſaid 
to have begun Heaven, while they are 
upon the earth. 

But they which confound the Dif 
ference of good and evil, and who 
Care not to Approve themſelves to 
God, but act without Difference or 


Diſtinction 5; Theſe are Partakers of 


the Deviliſh Nature, and are in the 

Helliſn State. . 

283 No Man is Religious, that volunta- 
rily Conſents to Known Iniquity. 


284 he leaſt that can be expected from 
Religion, and Conſcience, is That 
men be kept from voluntary conſent 


Men 


to known Iniquity. 


Tent En APHORIS MS. 


"Men of Holy Hearts and Lives 
beſt underſtand Holy Doctrines and 
things. 

True Religion will make thoſe Good- 
vatured, whom it finds Bad-natured. - 

Intemperance doth weaken Reaſon, 
and contradi& Religion. 

Religion begets in us a Rational Con- 
fidence, and a tranſcendent Pleaſure. 

Will without Reaſon , Is a Blind 
man's motion : Will againſt Reaſon, i 1s 
a Mad man's motion. 

We muſt now Nararalize our tives 
to the Employment of Eternity. 

Nothing is more True, than that all 
Moral Evil is contrary to Humane Na- 
ture. 

Conſcience of Sin is hi Horror of 
Hell: the Senſe of an offended God is 
the Hell of Hell. 

There is no Pleaſure Living or Dy- 
ing, ut; in a Practice according to right 
Reaſon, and Conſcience. 

Good men under the Power of Rea- 
ſon and Religion, are Free, in the 
worſt Condition: Bad men under 
the Power of Luft and Vice, are 

. Slaves. 
N 


Nl . Cent. II 


297 


1 in the ben Tondition. 


He that uſeth his Rezſon, doth ac- 
knowledge God. 

The Perfection of the Happineſs of 
Humane Nature, conſiſts in the rig ht 
Uſe of our Rational Faculties; in the 
vigorous,and intenſe Exerciſe of them, 
about their Proper, and proportionable 


 Objea, which is God. 
Heavenly Things are the greateſt 


Truths and Realities in the World; 
and our Life is them. 


In Moralit), we are ſure as in Mathe- 


maticks. 

Religion Teaches leſs than we deſire 
to know; 
are willing to Practice. 

Truth in 1 practice, proves Goodneſs. 


Cet 


and Requires more than we 


* 


at. ated ia. 


Tab: Tv. e 


Century VI. 


TE are Born under a Lam: tis our 
Wiſdom, to find it out; and 
our Safety to Comply with it. 

Hie that confines himſelf to this 

World, Lives to make himſelf Leſs. 

We cannot Terminate our Selves in 
our ſelves, but we Loſe our ſelves; we 
cannot be Ultimate and Final to our 
ſelves, who are not Original to our 

C 

Remiſſion of ſins is Prevention of Pu- 

niſhment. 

The Injury done to God, by Sin is 

| Defamation, and Rebellion: the Satiſ- 

faction for the Injury muſt be Vindica- 
tion, and Submiſſion. 

In the Incarnation of Chriſt, we un- 

derſtand God in conjunction with hu- 

mane Nature : and this ſtrengthens our 

Faith,that humane Nature may be con- 

joined to God eternally. 
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Difcourſes to your Apprehenfions , 
you will never be Wiſer, than you 


are: you will be always in Swadling- 


clouts. 5 
Sincerity of Heart is a great ad- 
vantage towards Orthodoxy of Judg- 
ment. e | 1 


The Eud of Puniſbment, with Re- 


ſpe to God, is the Vindication of 
his Uprightneſs, and Righteouſneſs : 


with Reſpect to the Sinner; tis the 


Reformation and Amendment of his 
Life: with Reſpect to the Innocent, 


tis warning to Fear, and do no ſuch 
ſin. . 


z'0 


Even the worſt of God (his Pa- 
niſhments) will Recommend God to 
TORTS DR I” 
. Puniſhment is not an arbitrary Act, 


according to Will; but a Reaſonable 


Act, directed by Wiſdom, and Limited 
by Goodneſs, _ FS AT 


Dang and Hiebe are Vital Aa 
and muſt be put forth from vital Prin- 


ciples. 
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der your Learning : if you Limit his 
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Nothing can Spiritually Awaken a 
man, but what Awakens his Vitals; 
ſatishes his Underſtanding and Reaſon; 
and fo Prevails with his Will and Aﬀe- 
ions. T7 
God Deals with us according to our 
T 
Religion muſt be the Frame of our 
Minds, and the Rule of our Lives. 
Sin is a Defiance to the Authority of 
God; a Contradiction to the Law of 
Righteouſneſs, a Diſturbance to the So- 
ciety of Men, and a Diſtraction to the 
Soul of the ſinner. F 
- _Puniſhments and Judgments are (1.) 
To Remind thoſe within the Compaſs 
af Religion, That they may not Loſe 
themſelves: (2.) To Awaken thoſe that 
are devoid of Religion, That they may 
come to themſelves : (3.) To Diſcover 
_ thoſe who are Hypocrites in Religion, 
That they may not Prejudice their 
Neighbour : (4.) To bear Teſtimony to 
thoſe who Renounce Religion, That 
they may not Miſrepreſent God (as 
pot Maintaining Righteouſneſs.) 
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322 


rid and monſtrous to do againſt the Or- 
der of Reaſon; as in Inferiour Crea- 
tures, to do contrary to the courſe of 


An Act of Duty i is s Lam „ 2 Prachice, 
In Intellectual Nature, 't as hor- 


Nature. 
God is as neceſſary the Beft, as He 
is the Greateſt. 
God does all for his own Glory, b 


communicating good out of himſelf; 


not by looking for any thing from his 


Creatures: our Duty is not for his ſake: 
our duty 1s our Perfection. and Hap- 


pineſs. 
God doth all to his own FE RING He 


| doth take care to ſpread his own Na- 
ture, and Communicate his own Qua- 
lities and perfections: and in his Go- 
vernment of the World Aims at i, 
that his Goodnels, Righteouſneſs and 8 
Truth, may revail every where, 
and have an u 


niverſal Empite and 
Sovereiguty in the Lives of Angels and | 


Men. | 
=. | 


There are ſome Things (which have 


ſuch an intrinſick Malignity) they can 4 
never be Sauctiffed: but they do Un- "vg 
hallow 
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hallow and prophane whatſoever Act 
they adhere to. e 
So far as we are Renewed in our 324 
minds, and Reconciled unto God; fo 
far wedo Harmonize with the Rule of 
Right , have Complacency in things 
thatare Good and Holy, and do them 
with Delight. 
Micted men Shake off the Govern- 325 
ment of Reaſon, as if it were Tyran- 
ny and Uſurpation _ 
We are as ſure of neceſſary Na- 326 
ture, as can be: we ſhould be as ſure 
of Rational Natare, as to Virtue, Rea- 
fon, and Right. | 3 | 
We ſhould not have been Volun- 327 
tary in the ſecond place, if we had 
not been Intelligent in the firſt place. © 
We ſuffer difficulty in the Excerciſe 328 
of Vertue, becauſe our Underſtandings 
are ſhort and Fallible; our Appetites 
are divers and contrary : But we muſt 
ſay for Information, and muſt con- 
traul our ſelves. . 
We have ſecurity from God Him- 329 
ſelf, concerning God; wherefore we PA 
may Depend upon Him. e 
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The more Righteous any man is, 


the more Religious he is. 


There is no Perfection wanting in 
God, which our own hearts could de- 


ſire ſhould: be in Him. 


An Intellectual Agent that hath 


all Knowledge, and all Power; uſeth 


neither Fraud, nor Violence. 

The true Improvement of the Ra- 
tional Faculties, is the excerciſe of 
the ſeveral (Moral) Virtues. 

There is nothing in Religion which 
is in conjunction with Immorality.- 

He Glorifies God moſt, who Serves 


Him moſt in the great Deſign He has 


in the world, viz. To maintain Righ- 


teouſneſs, Goodneſs, and Truth a- 


mong his Creatures. 
A man is more Beholden to Reli- 


gion, than to any other thing in the 
world 


The Spirit in as, is the Reaſon of 
our Minds Illuminated by the written 


word. The Spirit now Teaches by 


theſe Writings. 
A man is not well ſettled in | his 


, until his Religion is the 


ſelf 
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Telf ſame with the Reaſon of his ©; 


Mind. FI 
If you would be Religious, be Ra- 
tional in your Religion. 
Religion doth not deſtroy Nature, 
JJC it oo 
| Every man is as he uſes himſelf, 


for we work out of our ſelves. 


In Scripture none are called Sin- 
ners, but thoſe that fin againſt know- 
ledge and Conſcience. 5 
Religion does not Operate like a 


Charm or Spell; but ingenuouſly by 


way of Mind and Underſtanding. 
The Reaſon of Things is the Law 
of Gods Creation. 1 
Natural Deſires are within bounds, 
but unnatural Luft is infinite. 
Morals are for themſelves, all o- 
ther Things in Religion are in order 


to Theſe. 


We ſhall never be Right in our 


Religion, if we have wrong appre- 
heriifondof WE. 


Juſtice in God imports not an ab- 


ſolute neceſſity of Puniſhment. 
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349 Nothing is more neceſſary to the kr 
intereſt of 19 8 than the preven- St 
tion of Enthuſiaſm. 5 


350 Men are unrighteous to themſelves, | T 
when they Leave natural Vſe. Th ſu 


351 None Loves himſelf too little. 
352 There is no Natural Deſire, of E 


wWjbat is unnatural. . 185 A 
353 Men are not to be Taught with 0 
Clubs, but with Feſcues pointing bl 
3 to the Letters. Letters are not to 
be knocked into the Head, but to 
PPP te 
354 The Names of Authors are tru- fed 
. ly conſiderable: but the Strength of m. 
: Reajon 15 more {o. 5 35 - I . 
355 Crit is not ſo Little as a Name 28 
and Notion: He is a Nature, and tie 
Spirit, and Life in us. NM 
356 We Owe Happineſs to our Selves cn 
2 Let us beſtow our ſelves upon it. Pa 
357 The Church of Chriſt hath not Y 
two more Choice things, _ the co 
Simplicity of her Faith and the Sin- R 


cerity of her Love. e | 
355 Let thoſe —_ be left without Im 


Determination, w 


ich may be Un- WI 
known ⁶ñ 
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known without Harm, but cannot be 
Stated without danger. 

When men unduely Practice upon 
Trath, they are forced into the Ab- 
furdity of error. 

They do not advance Religion, who 
Embody it (draw it- down to bodily 
Acts) or who carry it up higheſt, in- 
to what is Myſtical, Symbolical, Em- 
blematical, &e. 

Ipnorance is noPrinciple of any Action. 

In the Firſt man, God married Ma- 
terial and Intellectual Nature: In the 
ſecond man, the Divine, and Hu- 
mane Nature. 

Religion hath its Inwards, as well 
as its ; which holds propor- 
tion to Spirit and Fleſh. 

Our own Righteouſneſs is Obedi- 
ence: the Righteouſneſs of Faith, is 
Pardon. 

Power is not a Terror when in Re- 
conciliation, or acting in a way of 
Righteouſneſs. 

The Mind as a Glaſs receives all 
Images; and the Soul becomes That, 


with which it is in conjunction. 25 
9 | E 1 Good 
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Good men N to $ iritualize che 


— Bad men do ncarnate their 
Souls. 

Entrance into . +: not at 
the hour of death, but at the moment 
of Converfion. This day, Cc. Luke 


I'9. 9. 


ſhall Do beſt: who ſhall Be Leaſt. 
ill is nothing againſt, or with- 
out Right and Reaſon. 


The Artiſts skill ought to be the 


| buyers ſecurity. 


Nothing is more abſurd than an 


. 


Moft commonly the Weakeſt are 
moſt Willtul: and they that have 


the leaſt Reaſon, have the molt Self- 


conceit. 


"Tis expected, if one be a Chriſtian 


he ſhould be more than a Man. 
Righteouſneſs and Equity are ac- 


cording to our Fee we are 
made to theſe. 


The Right of the Caſe, 15 the for 
of the word, 


Let all the firife of men be who 
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dom, is readier to Impoſe Errror, 


than to Receive Truth. l 
I may not be an Enemy, I would 
. 8 
None are known to be Good, till they 379 
have opportunity to be Bad. N 
The Judgment of God is That con- 
cerning which, his infallible Under- 
ſtanding has paſſed an Act of Judg- 
ment; and Approbation: and then 
his unerring Will hath Ratified, Con- 
firmed, and Eſtabliſned it: ſuch San- 
ctions are the ways of God and the 
JJ 7ST: 
Religion is the higheſt Accompliſh- 
ment of humane Nature, and humane 
Nature is Deformed, and Depraved 
without Religion. N 
The more we look into Religion, the 
more we ſhall perceive it to be ſuitable 
to our Nature, and conducing to our 
Happineſss. 3 
fs not Power, to be Arbitrary in 
the ule of Power: nor Liberty to be 
Irregular in the uſe of Liberty. 
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_ _APHORISMS. Cent. IV. 
God ſpeaks to us inwardly , by the 
Reaſon of our minds : not againſt Rea- by 


| ſon, or without it. 3 and 
Let us ſtudy to be That, which we I 
call Religion: to be it, and to Live cher 
= . p wh 
Conſcience will puta man into a kind 7 
of Hell, if That be not governed by el 
aright Judgment, and He be not Go- ] 
verned by That. K ble 
is Hypocriſy, for man to make a- ( 
ny other Uſe of his Religion (or the Na 
credit of it) than to Sanctify, and | 
ſave his Soul. 


| Thoſe who are Crafty, think the 
Wiſdom of God warrants Him to De- 
c .eive: thoſewhoare Revengeful think 
the Goodnefs of God permits Him to 
be Cruel: Thoſe who are Arbitrary 
think that the Sovereignty of God 
is the Account of his Actions. 
| Profaneſs excludes Religion, and 
Snaperſtition Adulterates it 
390 ?Tis ſinful to have Enmity againſt 
391 To give Will or Power for Reaſon. 
ie, Ü  —- A 
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Cent. IV. APHORISMS. 57 N 
A man is divided againſt himſelf; 392 
by having an Informed Judgment, 
and Ungoverned Affectionss. 
I have always found that thoſe Prea- 393 
chers have moſt commanded my Heart, 
who moſt Illuminated my Head. 
There is no ſuch Condemnation, as 394 
Self-Condemnation. "£08 
Man is an Argument unanſwera- 395 
ble to himſelf, that there is a God. 
Chri# is God cloathed with humane 396 
Nathes:: © ! N 
What is Morally Filthy, ſhould be 397 
Equivalent to what is Naturally Im- 
„ . 
Tis a more difficult work, to Re- 398 
concile men to God, than to Reconcile 
God to men. £ 
If there be no diſcountenancing of 399 
Sin in the 1 64 „ there is Diſconn- 
tenancing of the Rule of Right. 
God is not Reconciled to men, till 400 
Men be reconciled to Gd. 


Century 
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Century V. 


* ] HE Law of Righteoofaeſs: is the 


Law of God's Nature, and the 


Law of his Actions. 
The Fear of the Super firions | is In 


finite: the Fear of the Prophane is 
confuſed. 


Goes Truth. is convictive of ſome Er- 
r: and each Truth helps on the Diſ⸗ 


| 4 of another. 
The Mind of man is not Reformed | 
by Infufing any thing into it: but by 


offering Reaſon, Argument, and Tru 
that produces Goodneſs. 


There is all reaſon we ſhould End in 


God, becauſe we Began'in Him. 


When a Man has a Principte in his 


Mind, that will work him to Repen- 
tance, then he is Purified: fack 
Argument is the Death of Chriſt, 
Chriſt who was Innocent, was dealt 
withal as if he were Faulty; that we 


who are Faulty, might be dealt with- 
al as 1 we were Innocent. : 


The 


an 


oe * 7 . 


r 
. * 
- A 
Ce 


* * 1 * * 1 *"y - 1 * 1 ” 7 9 * p A * , a "_ * - _ 
ho. * \ * R nn OP NOTE ab fn dt wen an Dogs * . 
* 287 N 2 
0 # - 4 
* To "I ” * * 6 es . — 86 bo 34 - 7 lb | 

* 8 | * , 1 "I +4 

D x Fs 

t ; | % | \- | - 
* 


Ihe Mediation of Chriſt is the great 


Inftitution of God. | 


Cbri ſbs deſign was to rid the World 
of Idolatry ; to diſcharge the Burden 
of Ceremonies; and to advance the 


Divine Life in Men. 


There is a Superintendency of the 
Good Spirit of God over the Spirits of 


Good men. 5 


Nothing can Recommend men to 


God, but the Mediation of his Son, 
and the Obſervance of his Laws. 
Paſſion before, or without Reaſon; 


is as Bad for a Guide, as an Ignis 


fatuus. 


God only can ſay, He will, becdafe 


He mill (He will have mercy on whom 


he will have mercy ) becauſe his Will 


is always in conjunction with Right. 


hie 25 70 of the Mind is the Go- 
yernour of the Body. | 
No man is as GOD made him, or 
as God will take pleaſure in him; 


whd is not Renemed and Reſtored by 
the Moral part of Religion: and the 


Moral part of Religion is Final to the 
other. 1 N 
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for a man to be Himſelf. 1 
God does not, becauſe of his Om- 

nipotency, deal Arbitrarily with us; 

but according to Right, and Reaſon : 


and whatever he does, is therefore 
Accountable, becauſe Reaſonable. 


Underſtanding ſhould go firſt, and 


find out the way: then Paſſion ſhould | 
be as Wings to carry us on in it. 
What God is in Himſelf, He is 


to Good men: therefore *tis our Per- 

fection to be in Conjunction with 

God. ff... ef 
The fin of Adam, and the fin a- 


gainſt the Holy Ghoſt are ſpecifick 


fins. 
He does me the Firſt good Office 


who makes me right in my Notion, 


where I was Miſtaken; he does me 


the next good Office who Awakens, 
and Reminds me where I had For- 


gotten. 


The. Senſe and Meaning of Sctip- 
ture is Scripture: that is not ſaid, 


which is not meant. 


The 
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The firſt operation of Truth in a- 


ny Subject, is upon the Subject it 
—_— :- | 


In private Perſons, Teal for God's 
Truth lies in Ths, that They do not 


Hold the Truth in unrighteouſneſs. 


_ Scripture is full; and Scripture is 


to be taken in a Rational ſenſe. 


He that produceth the be# Reaſon 


in Morals; and he that produceth 
the beſt Scripture , in Inſtitutions; is 
to be cloſed with. IF Gat: 

We agree in nothing more, than in 
Matters of Religion. 


When the Mind doth underſtand, 


in a ſenſe, it becomes the Thing it 
doth underſtand. 5 

He that doth 20t Govern himſelf, 
can neither do Right to Men, nor 
Honour to God. | 

The Creation of God, and the Re- 
ſtauration by Chriſt (Reaſon, and Go- 
ſpel) agree in Sobriety, Righteouſneſs, 
and Godlineſs. 


Truth is Uniform, and he that Lives 


in the Truth (by the Rule of what is 
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God. 5 | 
- We ſhould never ſpeak the worſt, 
nor Puniſh to the uttermoſt. 

He that is Paniſbed in Meaſure, con- 

demns himſelf,and Abſolves his Judge: 
he thck is Puniſhed in Extremity , is 

exaſperated by his Judge, and Me- 
dttates Revenge. CR ES 


bimſelf. | ; 
In eating and drinking let a man do 
nothing contrary to the Health of 
the Body; nothing to indiſpoſe it, 
as a Manſion, and Inſtrument of 


the Soul: nothing to the Diſhonour 
of himſelf, as a Rational Being (the 

Image of God.) I 
None can do a man ſo much Harm, 


as he doth Himſelf. 0 


Modeſty and Humility are the so- 


briety of the Mind: Temperance and 


Cuhaſtity are the Sobriety of the Body. 


In caſe of Offence, the Juſt man 
over-looks what is Involuntary, upon 
the Satisfaction of Repentance. 
A Benefactor is a Repreſentative of 


PO ESL Ee RR SE oh. 
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dn. V. APHORISMS. 


Our Bodies are the Manſions of our 
Souls, and the Inſtruments of Ver- 
tue. . 
Religion is a good Mind, and a 
J 
Immorality makes a Man as bad as 
W af: 
A man is made as truly Holy by 
Morals ; as he is made ſound by Health, 
and ſtrong by Strength. | 

If you only ſay, you have a Re- 
velation from God, I muſt have. a 
Revelation from God too, before 1 
can believe you; (as St. Peter and Cor- 
nel ius.) 5 | 55 WC 

The Truths of God are Connatural 
to the Soul of Man : and the Soul 
of man makes no more Reſiſtance to 
them, than the Air does to Light. 

By the Divine Spirit, we are Bet- 


te, than our ſelves: by the Evil Spi- Bo” 


rit, we are worſe than our ſelves. 

 *Tis not Fit, God ſhould (I.) neg- 
le& the Rule of Right; (2.) Over-look 
his own Due; (Z.) Slight the Diſo- 
bedience of his Creatures. 
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An ample =; a N to 0 be 
vente „ and cloaths it in Circum- 


ſtances. 
No man's perſon can be ci. 


12 led to God, unleſs his Nature be Re- 


conciled to God. 275 

The Precepts of Religion are © Prin. 
ciples of Wiſdom. 
Fear ariſeth from Apprehbenfion of 
Danger , and we cannot be deliver- 
ed from it, but in a way of Rea. 
ſon, and Underſtanding. : 

Neither GOD, nor Man do alter 
any One's mind , otherwiſe than by 
Reaſon , Perſwaſion, and Satisfacti- 
on: for Intellectual Nature is com- 
manded by nothing, but by Reaſon, 
and Conſideration. 

Tis our unlikeneſs to God that 
hinders our Delight, and Satisfacti. 

on in Him. 
Micted men are oppoſite to God, 

and are me with God; as ch 
as God is opp — to them, and of- 
fended with t 

We are — 9 TI us at all better 
than we mean. 


There 
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Falſhood (Good and Evil) are firſt in 


Things, and then in Perſons. 


” 
. 4 , 
| | | rr oe EE WEISER. 


the Reſon of 


There is a Difference in Things; an 
we muſt ary 'þ in all matters with 


here is nothing ſo intrinfically Ra- 
tional, as Religion is: nothing that 


can ſo Juſtifie it ſelf : Nothing that 
| hath ſo pure Reaſon to recommend 


it ſelf, as Religion hath. 
Let the wort Offenders havg the 


Benefit of Repentance, for the ſafety 


of themſelves: but not too much of the 


Credit fo it, for the ſecurity of Others. 


The Reaſon: of our Mind is the 


beſt Inftrument we have, to Work 


withal. „ . 
It is Jaſtice in God to do Good 

to men: it is Goodneſs in God, to 

inflict Puniſhment on Sinners. 


There is no true Majeſty without 


Implicit faith in God is ſome Know- 
ledge of what he is to Teach. 


ngs, and the Rule of 
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God is as Good, as the perfection 
i Goodneſs : God is far Better, than 
we. can conceive Him to be. 

Heaven is firſt a er and then 


a Place. 


Man hath himſelf, as he uſeth 


| himſelf. 


Men are more what they are uſed | 


to, than what they are Horn to. 


That which is truly and ſtrictly 


* Weal or Wo, depends upon 


what paſſeth beiwenn God, and 


a man's Soul; the Terms that are be- 


tween God, and a man's ſelf. 
Thank God, that he doth uphold 


the Foundations of Nature, and 
continue us in the uſe of true and 


ſolid Reaſon, 
A man is twice his own, in thoſe 


Things he poſſeſſes; if He has the 


Power to uſe and Exjoy them. 


Nothing is any thing an lon er 
ch God 2 My it. g | * : 

Where there is Malignity , and, 
Guilt upon the Conſcience unre- 
moved by Repentance ; there needs 


no more than for God to hold ſuch 


A | | 4 
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A man to converſe with himſelf 


All the world cannot ſecure that 4: 


man, who is not in Reconciliation 
with the Reaſon of his own Mind 

To take up with the world, and to 
leave God out, is to make Him, that 
is All in all to us, and Better than 
all; to be nothing at all to us, and 
lower than all. 

None can be himſelf longer than 
God is with him ; or at the leaſt will 
ſuffer him. 

The Characteriſtical Form of the 
Degenerate ſtate is, that Men, do vo- 
lantarily conſent to known Iniquity.. 

They that have not the Effect of 
Religion 4 have not the Comfort 
a !'7> > 
There is Tarapacity * God i in men 
thro? Guilt, and [adiſpoſition thro? 
Malignity. 

- No 'man's etete hath any ſettle- 
ment, unleſs he be in Reconciliation 
with the Rule of Righteouſneſs. 
lis not in man, the Monarchy 
of Reaſon, but a . os hu- 
E 5 
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APHORISMS Cent. V. 


* Better have no Confidence 7 than 
Self- Confidence. 
481 God is not Wanting in | Neceſſe- 


ries, neither as to the Beginning, 
or Progreſs,or Conſummation of Good. 


nels. 


Things themſelves ſpeak to us, and 
offer notions to our Minds: and this 


is the voice of God. 


Things but half-done „ will quick- 
ly be undone.” 


None more Deceive themſelves, than 


they who think their Religion, is true 


and genuine; tho? it Refines not their 

Spirits, and Reforms not their Lives. 
A man is No-body, where he hath 

not thought and conſidered. 


Thoſe things which we call ſinful, 
have an intrinfick Malignity in them ; 


and therefore arc + ology by God, 
becauſe of their Mali 


I know nothing for :dden by the Go- 


fee, which One of true Reaſon, would 


efire ro have Liberty to do; 
By Sin we part wich the Modeſty, 


and L our Natures; Spoil 


our Lin ad , and acquire nat 
1 + 0 


"av. | EL TI HO RISMS. 


ral Principl ples and ' Diſpofitions. | 500 

Great Jags ard is to be had to the In- 
nocency a Tenderneſs of our own 
Mind; therefore treat the Reaſon 
of thy Mind handſomely, 

That which is Repented 11. is Mo- 
rall Undone. 

ickeddeſs diſrobes any man of his 
excellency 3 3 and makes him Vile and 
Contemptible. | 
It is Eſſential to Religion, to Live 
according to the Difference of good 
and evil: Religion iſſues in Holineſs 
Uprightneſs, Integrity, and Scparati- 
on from all Iniquity. 

Religion is highly concerned in the 
Judgment of Truth , and the Conſct- 
ence of Right : and "he doth ſubſtan- 
tially fail upon account of Religi- 
on, that is wanting in either of theſe. 

He is a Wiſe man, who is not his 
own Fool. 
There are no Effects in che Courſe 
of Nature, but God hath ſecured them 
by vigorous, and effectual Cauſes : and 
he hath not taken leſs care, to ſe- 


cure the Intellectual World. "When 
F 3 God 
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n finite and fallible ; 


495 


499 


He did intend: to direct and Goyern 
it, by a Spirit Infinite and Infallible. 

When a Man hath eſtabliſhed a 
Throne of Judgment in his own Soul, 
and is able to put a difference be- 
tween Good and Evil, Right and 
Wrong; then he muſt Reform him- 
ſelf, according to ſuch Knowledge; 
and always hold himſelf to That which 


his Judgment tells him is Dead, and 


Right. 
The Judgment of Truth, and Pra- 
chice of Righteouſneſs, » are indiſpenſa- 7 
ble in Religion. | 
No man is Born with Wiſdom, and 
We; ; but every man hath him- 
ſelf as he Uſeth himſelf. 
Tne more Falſe any one is in Kis 
Religion , the more Fierce and Furi- 
ous in Maintaining it: the more Mi- 
* the more Impoſing. 


Some men ſpoil the good Nature they 


are Born with, by falſe Zzal, and be- 
come the worſe for their Religion, 


Century 
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Century VI. 


"HE Reſults of the divine Will 
1 are not known, unleſs Revea- 
led by the divine Spirit, 1 Cor. 2. 14. 
There are three great Deſigns in 
Paper). (I.) To keep the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate in awe. (2.) To maintain the 
Clergy in State, and Honour. (3.) To 
le in Ignorance, and fo to 


keep the Peop 
enſlave them. ä 3. 
In true Religion, there is nothing 
that the Reaſon of Mankind can Ob- 
ject againſt; nothing wherein the Rea- 
ſon of Mankind may not have a good 
Account, and full Satisfaction. 
Teachers of the Church are not to 54 
Make Religion, but to Shew it. j 
Curious Determinations beyond Scrip- 5oyg | 
ture, are thought to be the Improve. 
ment of Faith; and inconfiderate Dull. 4 
eſs to be the denyal of our Reaſon. _ 5 
Fierceneſs in a Sect, to be Zeal for |! 
Religion, and antes without ſenſe, | 1 7 
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to be the "fimplicity of the Spirit. 


'Tis not Power to be Able to do 


That which is not fit to be done: 
"Tis not Liberty, to do Evil. 


In many Caſes, it is very hard to : 


fix the Bounds of Good and Evil; 
becauſe Theſe part as Day and Night, 
which are ſeparated by Twilight. 
Neceſſity may put us upon Iacon- 
venience; but neceſſity muſt never 
put us upon Iniguity. . 3 
If evil be looked into, it will be 


Aſhamed of it ſelf. 


I am of Opinion that we ſhould 
all be Wiſe enough one for another, 
if we were but equally Hone#. 
Only our Higher Faculties of Rea- 
ſon, can be Governed by Moral con- 
ſiderations: as for our lower Faculties 
we muſt offer Violence to Them, if 
they be exorbitant. * 
It is a very great Evil to make God 
a Mean; and the World an Ezd : to. 


name God, and to intend the World. 


Io Alienate our ſelves from God, 
is the greateſt, and trueſt Sacriledge. 


Moral 
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Moral Evil is the greateſt of all 
Evils: for it has the worſt Malignity, 
and the worſt Conſeq uences. 

He which has once done amiſs 
does habitually and occaſionally Re- 
peat it, if he does not Repent. he 


that does not Repent, Sins again; he 


lives in that Sin, he does not Re- 
pent of. | 

When God commands the ſinner to 
Repent ; this ſuppoſes either that he 
is Able, or that God will e him fo. 

It does not follow, that becauſe 
God doth not Ezxforce, that there- 
fore He doth not Enable, 
That God ſhould Force, agrees nei- 
ther with the Nature of God, nor 
with the Nature of nan: but that 


God ſhould Enable, agrees with both, 


as He is Creator, and we Creatures. 
We muſt be Naturalized in Spirit 
and Temper to the Employment, 


and Society of Haven, before we 


are Fit to dye, and go thither. 
Nothing is an Humane Action (and 
therefore not a Moral Vertue but 


of 
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is oe Reaſ ſon , and the T the will, 
521 God hath a mind we ſhould do what 
He calls upon #s to do: God knows 
That He is the Firſt Cauſe, and That 
the Second can do nothing with- 
out the firſt: And That the firſt muſt 
Begin. 
522 In every Nature, there is a z prin- 
ciple of Self-preſervation ; and a motion 
of Reſtitutios and Recovery: and there 
is no — in the Lower Nature 
(ſenſative, and Inanimate) which is 
not in the Higher ( Rational, and In- 
ane 
523 Nothing is more Unnatural to 
3 men, than W e for wicked- 
neſs is contrary to the Reaſon of the 
mind, and to the Reaſon of Things: 
contrary to the Reaſon of the mind, 
which is our Governor; and contrary 
to the Reaſon of Things, r is 
our Lar. 


z 524 +; Shall Nature © anni. © not Grace | 


dded to Nature ? 
525 A lecond fin is not only Another 
of the ſame kind, but a Conſumma- 


tion of the firſt, 
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Mill is no Rule, no Juſtification of 526 
' any thing. go! 0, 
Nothing is the true Improvement of 527 
our Rational Faculties; but the Exer. 
ciſe of the ſeveral Virtues of Sobriety, 
Modeſty, Gentleneſs, Humility, Obe- 
dience to GOD, and Charity to Men. 
By the ſeveral Vertues the mind is 528 
Puri fed, and made Fit to Converſe 
with God, and to Receive from Him. 
God has Fitted every thing for its 529 
| Uſe, and ſecures its Effects which are 
neceſſary and proper. i 
We are no more than Second Cau- 
ſes, and our Sufficienc) is only in God, 
who is the Firſt. A Second Cauſe is 
no Cauſe , divided from the Firſt. 5 
The State of the Creation imports the 531 
Creatures Reference to God the Crea- 
tor; and the Creator's influence up- 
on man the Creature : The Communi- 
cation of God to men ; and the Parti- 
cipation men have of God. 
If Sin were neceflary, it could not 5 
be Avoided ; if Daty were impoſlible, 
it could not be done: The would 
be an Anſwer to God Himſelf, an 
8 | Anſwer 


539 
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"Anſwer to the Indictment, that might 
be brought againſt us, at the Laſt 

| day. 

433 2 Creatures that are e to 0- 

thers, take Care of them, till they 

can make their own Defence, and Su 
Ply: This is true throughout Ke 

whole Creation of God: and I will R 
rather Think, that God did not _ [/ 
the world, than that he will fail , EK. 


be very good unto the Creatures Rs of 

He hath made. 
534 That Goodzeſs cannot. be Wanting h 
50 in God, the want of which God con- a 

demns in his Creatures. 5 


53; That cannot be a Perfection above, 90 


which is an Imperfection below. God f 


cannot be wanting in neceſſaries to fave ti 
his Creatures Harmleſs J and to bring n 
them to good. 
336 Wes all find it far eaſſer to commit a fe 
= ſecond (i in, than the firſt. fc 


537 Who will think a man does Believe, F 
that does things contrary to what he tl 
fays he Believeth? i 

538 No ſinner can be otherwiſe than ſu 


extreamly Miſerable, who is nat cu- 
„ red h. 
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red of the Rancour, and Venom which 


the Practice of fin hath Poiſoned his 
Spirit withal: for man is Miſerable 
from his own inward Malignity, ang 


naughty Diſpoſition. 


- 
. 


ſitions ; and Atts connatural to, and 
tollowing from them of their own ac- 
—_ 5. Dy = 


All Duties of Chriſtian Religion 5; 
have an Intrinfick Goodneſs in them 


are in their own Nature Satisfactory, 


and deſirable; good in themſelves, 


good for us; good for our Nature, or 
for our Recovery: They are Opera- 


tive to what is good „ Conſervative of 
men in a good State, and Prohibitive 
of the contrary. They are either 


for our Secarity in a good State, or 
for our Recovery out of a bad one: 
They are ſuch things as are Good in 


themſelves, and ds Sanctify, and Puri- 
y our Minds, make us Right and ſound, 


ſuch as we ſnould be. 


For things Good in themſelves we 
have Security, not only in the wg 
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That which God requires of us for 
Religion, is only internal good Diſpo- 
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of our Memory ; b but in the ReQitude 
of our Temper : and out of a Senſe 
of the Impurity. of the Thing, we 28 
ſantly object againſt it. 

Io the Nature and Quality of thoſe 


rs: Motel Duties, which God requires of 


us, we are Reconciled in our Princi- 


y acting our Selves. 
Where a man ſuffers Difficulty , and 
Overcomes it by confideration, rea- 


nently Virtuous. 

God will not Deſtroy any thing that 
partakes of his own Nature; but wil 
foſter and cheriſh. eve thing that is 


_ _ God-like. 
545 As 'tis not V. ertue to do well, ek 


ſin, if we fail thro? miſtake. 
546 There is great Congruity between 


ligion. 
54) To the lame degree we are en- 


gree 
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ple and Temper; ſo that we act them 


ſon, and argument; and performs his 
Duty; God looks * it as more emi- 


out Intention; ſo tis not 8 our 


our own Beings, and the Nature of 
thoſe things Which are Wee by Re- 


dued with W „to the ſame de- 
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Tree. we are p ſſeſſed of Happine 6 4 7 
” God who aid Begin, will Go 25 55 548 
we find in Scripture God often makes \ 
Himſelf) an Argument to Himſelf, 
(Ezek. 37. 35.) God who did Begin, 
when he found us in a Fate of ſin; will 
not give over, and Leave us, when He 
finds us in the motion of Repentance. 
God that Begins with leſs, will go on 
with more. 5 . 
It is God. liłe to take pleaſure in 549 
meSVaod of Orhers. 7 
Sin is the Failure of a Fallible 550 
Creature; and Reverſible by Repen- 
tance. OY 5 1 N OZ : | 
By ſin, we do our ſelves Harm; 551 
for Evil is againſt the Nature of an. 
is a thing that marrs his Nature, and 34198 
r 119 
Heaven doth require a good Tem- 552 
per of mind to Qualify us for the En- 
joyment of it: And there muſt be . 
the Salvation of grace antecedent to the 
% ne 
 Lazineſs is more painful, than In- 
duſtry : and to be employed is cafier 
than-to be Idle. 7 9 ; 
15 The 
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5 54 The ſeveral Virtues of Religion 
are connatural to the Frame of man; 


1 

they are according to his Nature, 4 

and agreeable to his Reaſon, which 1 
** Superior and Govering Princi- ( 

555 ? That is done out of Reſpect to God, 4 
which 15 done becauſe it is Juſt, Fit, 
and Right; becauſe it is Good, and 


_ ought to be done. We muſt do our 
daty out of a ſenſe of the Goodneſs 
of the Thing it ſelf: and we muſt } 
forſake our fin, out of a ſenſe and | 
Judgment of the Vileneſs and Bad- 
r A | 

556 Man as a Moral Agent, is only 


conſiderable as to his End, and Prin- | 
Ef 5 | - 
557 As a man differs that was in a | 


deadly Diſeaſe; and is reſtored to Health; 
ſo doth a man differ from Himſelf , 
after he Leaves fin, and returns unto 
his Duty. 8 . 
558 lf every body did confine himſelf 
to that which is Right, Juſt, and 
Fit; we ſhould all be the Better one 
for another, CEE 1 
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As God doth That in all caſes; 


which is Iuſt, Fit, Right and Good; 


ſo doth He require of us, nothing 
but what is Juſt, Fit, Right, and 


Good. 


We have not Finiſhed our work 
till we are well Informed in our Judg- 
ments; well Refined in our Spirits; 


and well Reformed in our Manners. 
The Law of Nature is that which 
is Reaſon; which is Right, and Fit. 


Will ſtands for nothing, in disjun&i- 
on from Reaſon, and Right: and 


our Apprehenſions of Right are Re- 
gulated by the Nature of Things. 
Truth 1s firſt ia Things, and then 
the Truth is in our Underſtanding. 
Things gives Law to Notion, and 
Apprehenſion. „ 
He is Weak that cannot Judge what 
is the Right of the Caſe;'and he is 
Wicked that (for ends and purpoſes) 
will vary from it. 71 23604 144 0G 


He that is in a good ate has ſtill 


work to do, to free his Underſtand- 
ing from Ignorance and Error; and 


” 
* * 


to advance his Knowledge of Truth 
C > = 0 
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to a juſt Height; to work out per- 
fealy the habits of Sin, and to 
* in perfectly the habits of Good- 
TP OR 

Tis Reaſon, and Right onely; 
which in One man, is any thing 
to Another. N TIE; 
Sod hath given Reaſon for the 
Rule of Action, and for the Law of f 
— 5 j E 
is moſt certain, That none ſhall I 
finally Prevail in Wickedneſs, 
God has given us double Security 
for our Lives; firſt Innocency, and 
ſccondly Repentance: the one was 
the ſtate of Gods Creation; the o- 
ther of Reſtauration. 12 

Let him that is aſſured he Errs in 
nothing, take upon him to condemn 
every man that Errs in any thing. 
Sin hardens men's hearts; ſpoils 
the modeſty of Intellectual Nature; 
and Diſpoſes men for evil. 
The Underſtanding is the Leading 
faculty in Man ; and all that follows 
is according to the Dictates of the Un- 
derſtanding. IF 4:60 
= 1 : God 
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God applies to our, Faculties, and -1 
deals with us, by Reaſon and Argu- 
ment. Let us learn of God, to deal 
with One another in Meeknefs, Calm- 
neſs, and Reaſon, and ſo Repreſent 
God. 

If we demand not — Sectrity 
for Truth, we give anne to Im- 
poſtors and: Cheats. 

There are none in ſo great danger 
of Diſpairing at the time of death, 
as they which have been moſt Pre- 
ſamptuous, in the Courſe of their 
Lites. 

A Sinner miſcrably Wrongs him- 
ſelf) by Sin. 

To 2 a mans ſelf, is the great- 
eſt Good in the world: the Serenity 
and Compolure of his mind is * 
pineſs within. 

Things are not to conform to our 
Apprehenfi ons; but our Thoughts are 
to Anſwer Things. E% 

We are ſo far made Capable of God, 
that we cannot be latisfied without 
Him. | 


*. 


[ TR 


n 
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| God is to Good men in Heaven, 
all in all ; God is to wicked men on 
earth, nothing at all, FE 
There is no Atheiſm, but what is 
FTF 
Where there is onely a Show of 
Religion, there is onely an Imagina- 


tion of . . 


Apply things contrary and anna 
* and you diſpoſſeſs a man of 


himſelf, and of all Enjoyment. 


The Life of Sin is the death of 
Hell, eternal death. „„ 
5 If we fall of from God our Fa- 


culties are without their proper Ob- 
ject: and if without their proper Ob- 


ject: they are without their proper 
38 and if e Kee 
proper Employment , they are without 
their proper Erjoyment. 

Many Uſe themſelves, ſo as to 
Leſſen themſelves. BT 


: 


If our Souls be not employed about 
God, there is a Sacrilegious Alienati- 
on of our ſelves from God. 2 
is the true uſe of Reaſon, and 
exerciſe of Liberty), to Act upon ep 
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and to Anſwer our Relation to Him. 
'Tis our Employment, and Happi- 
neſs, to Attend upon God: *tis our 
Miſery and Hell „to be Abandoned 
by Him. 
We Loſe God, by Contradiftion to 
Him; or by Neglect of Him, 
Morality is the congruity, and Pro- 
portion that is between the Actions of 
Rational Beings, and the Objects of 
thoſe Actions. 5 
Religion 1 is Tis 0poloots Hes, uaTe Ts ure. & 

Toy dh,, the Likeneſs of God, ac- 

cording to the Proportion of a Man. 

Delight ariſeth fo om the Conjuncti- 
on ofa Diſcerning Faculty, andi its pro- 
per Object. 

Kexlæ euvTagyis Ye kaECH h, ,t; Wie- 
kedneſs is ſufficient to make us Miſe- 
rable. 

Ifa Creature were sufficient for him- 
ſelf, he could not be obliged to Deny 
himſelf. 

We muſt not Make Religion for our 3 
ſelves; but receive it from God. 

Thoſe that are Unhappy, know who 5 
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. 77 The Foal informs the Body; 1 and 
| Knowledge informs the Mind. 
f 598 We ought to be ſuch as we intend to 
ä 

599 Tho? the Speaker be x Fool; the 
Jlearer ſhould be a Wiſe Man. 
600 A Covetous man equally enjoys, ha- 
ring nothing, and having all things. 
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XX 'E are Good by Imitation , and 


ſame way, we are Ha. 
A Guilty mind can be caſed by no- 


thing but Repentance; by which what 
was ill done, is revoked, and morally _ 


voided and undone. 

There was a Teſtimony given againſt 
fin, and an Acknowledgment of Right, 
made by the Death of Chriſt; to the 
Condemnation of fin, to the Vindica- 


tion of Right, to the Juſtification and 


Honour of God. | 


Natural Principles are voided by un- 


natutal Practices. 


One miſtake in Principles of Action, 


is of worſe conſequence, than ſeveral 
falſe Opinions that end in Speculation. 
If a Man could Believe what he 


would, a Sinner would never be ſelf. 


condemned. e 
Every one almoſt worſhips Idolum 
1 8 1 
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VV Participation of God: and the 
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EN ori (the Idol of general Imagination): 
Fools and conceited perſons worſhip I- of 
dolum Specus (the Idol of particular 


Fancy.) 5 
608 Fave Religion only to Honour God fl 
do do Good to men, to Sanctify an no! 


ſave thy own Soul: make it not ſub- Le 
ſervient to baſe ends. ME. INT 
60g No true Chriſtian can be an Immo- 
1 —— 75; -2- 
610 Religion in the Subject is not only 
” a Notion; but a Temper, and Princi- 
VVT N 
611 Follow not blind-fold, but as having 
one eye upon the Rule, and the other 


- 


upon the Example. 

612 The effect of Chriſt's Death, in us, 
zs our death to fin. 8 a 
613 What is Falſe, is in conjunction with 
1 ſomething that is True: wherefore we 
| ſay a Lye is Likely. 
614 Tis neither Perfection nor Liberty, 
do be Releaſed from any Daty of Re- 
| e ligion. | 1 5 "we E | 
5615 Malignityin Morals; is as Repug- 
| nancy in Naturals, 11688 
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The State of Grace, and the Life 616 
of fin are Incompoſſibilities. ui 
Tis hard to get rid of an Error, 617 
therefore take heed of Admitting it. 
He is not likely to Learn, who is 618 
| not Willing to be Taught : for the 
Learner has ſomething to do as well 
W 

Tis otherwiſe than God would have 519 
it, where the leaſt of our time is ſpent 
in Contemplation; for the better Ix- 
forming the Mind, and for the further 
Refining the Spirit. 


There is no ſuch Antidote, and Re- 620 
medy againſt any Malignity in the j 18 

® þ \ "= 
world, as the Reaſon of the Thing, 1 


and the Conſideration of the Mind fol- "n 
lowing in Conjunct ion: there is an un- q 
known Virtue, and Force in this. 4 
When a man noms what he ſhould 622222 
be, and this Truth is become the Rea- 
ſon of his Mind, and the Temper of 1 
his Spirit, then his Religion is (as it 5 
N incarnate in him, is that which il 
he Lives by, and governs himſelf by: 1694 
Knowledge is entertained, embraced, 119 
conſented to, wrought in by conſide- 11.4 
. ration, | 1 


gs APHORISMS. Cn VII Gs 
eee ara. 
| ration; a man's ſelf is charged with chi 
tit; Knowledge becomes Goodneſs in Ci 
the Subject, and o Do certainly fol- ge 

lows. 8 1 | 

622 As tothe truth of Things, we Do, ¶ Ju 


not what we Pretend ; but what we 
Intend. + "id 
623 We could not conceive God to be on 
© Good; if we did not look on Him as to 
a Deteſter of every thing that is Un- 
jiuſt, and Impious. n 1 
624 The Laws of Chriſtianity are Re- in 
Raurative to our Nature, Satisfactory co 
to our Reaſon, Pacificatory to our 1. 
_ Conſcience ; which make up our great ſ m 
Concernment. 5 
625 The Spirit of God in us, is a Living of 
Law, Informing the Soul, not Con- th 
ſtrained by a Law without, that enli- Il x1: 
vens not; but we act in the Power of | 
an inward Principle of Life, which I he 
enables, inclines, facilitates, deter- to 
mines. Our Nature is reconciled pc 
to the Law of Heaven, the Rule of 
_ Everlaſting Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs I G 
and-Trath, -- kin ; 
626 The prophane Smearer fins for no- i 
thing 
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thing; upon no Temptation; for no 
Credit, unleſs it be a Creditnot to be 
Oo ET ny 
Cruciſied to the world] conſiſts in 
Juſt Judgment, Temperate Uſe. 
Very Intent, will not hold out long. 
Man in reſpect to God; is not his 


own; he Owes to God more than 


to himſelf. RL | 
Some have thought that if an 4. 
theiſt were kept three or four days 


in a dark dungeon, he would not 


come out one. Our ſouls left to un- 
diſturbed Reflection on themſelves, 
muſt determine in the Belief of a God. 

There are Things, the Kzonledyge 
of which is of little Importance: and 
the Ignorance of thoſe things is of lit- 
tle Panger. ; 

For a man to Alter his Judgment that 
he may be Freer in his Practice; this is 
to offer violence to his Reaſon, and A- 
poſtatize from Truth. 


Reaſon is the firſt Participation from 


God, and Vertue is the ſecond. 


with the things of Ged; Harmony 
cr < 5 with 


= 


d 
* 
&. 


A new Nature is Reconciliation 


| N — —— — * 
= with the Law of Righteouſneſs. 71 
635 An ingenuous Mind, and a true tur 
Penitent doth with more difficulty For. 
Eur himſelf, than God doth forgive 
636 Tis eaſier to Convince One of the 
beſt Morals and beſt Intellectuals, than 
one of the worſt Morals, and work 
CC 
637 Religion is the Introduction of a di- 
vine Life into the Soul of man. 
638 The Principle in Intelligent Agents 
zs Apprehenſion of the Reaſon of Things, K 
which is eternal; ſubje& to no Power, v 
cannot be praiſed upon. Tis our 
Wiſdom to Diſcern this, and 'tis our I h 
W 
tl 
0 
a 


Goodneſs to comply with it. 
639 The Doctrine of the Goſpel muſt 
| become the Reaſon of our Minds, and 
; the Principle of our Lives. „ 
640 Dis impoſſible for a man to be made 
1 Happy by putting him into a happy I v 
q Place, unleſs he be firſt in a happy I d 
_ tate, CC | 
641 The nearer we approach to the God 
0 Truth, the farther we are from the 
Langer of ðͤ {7 55; 
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By Senſuality a man finks into a na- 
ture below his own: and by wicked. 
neſs he paſſes into a Nature contrary. 


There is by the Doctrine of Chri- 
ſtianity a Reſtauration of true Religi- 
on: and by the Practice of Chriſtia- 
nity a Reſtaurstion of humane Na- 
ture. IN 5110 
The Sinner by doing evil, wrongs his 


own Principles; acts contrary to his 


c 

The Mind is to be Informed with 
Knowledge, and to be Refized with 
Vertu. 15 


The ways and dealings of God with 


his Creatures, are all Accountable in a 
way of Reaſon : but Sinners vary from 
the Reaſon of things; and take up- 


on them to Over-rule what is ſettled 


and eſtabliſhed from Eternity. 


If the Paſſions be not under the go- 


vernment of Reaſon , the Man is un- 


der the government of his Paſſions, and 


lives as if he had no Reaſon. 


| There is no Shelinab, but by divine 
Aſſignation. ; NE. 


Men unduely Practice upon their 


* 


Judgment, 
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are leaſt Wiſe. 


his whole Creation! 


Judgments , that they may not be 
Diſquieted in the Gratification of their 
Luſts. C 
Thoſe who think themſelves /e, 


Axrepining Life is 2 lingring Death. 
What great Contens have they who 
Live in Reconciliation with God, and 

The Uſe of the Boay is, to be the In- 
ſtrument of the Soul „in the practice 


of Vertue: and where *tis not made ſo 
ſuch, 'tis Alienated from its proper : 
LL. e er 
Vertue, the due Complexion of the I h. 
Mind, is alſo Salutary to the Body. tt 
Principles of Reaſon, and Religi- 
on; are recommended as things fit to n 
Govern in the Life of man, as Sove- n 
reign to Nature, and the Rule df our 
Actions. F nay ie ol 0, 
Let a man conjoyn with his Natu- Ill © 
ral Powers, a due Acknowledgment of 1 
| Goa, in reſpect of whatever Ability, 
f,, en rF- i 
What are Things out of their Uſe, 
or beyond their Uſe ; but Burden, or t 


Fancy at moſt ? He 
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He that knows better, has no Greedi- 658 
neſs after that which is worſe. z 
The beſt Diſcharge of Government 659 
is Government of our ſclves, and there 
we muſt Begin. 5 
We never do any thing ſo ſecretly, 666 
but that it is in the preſence of two 
Witneſſes; God, and our own Con- 
ance. os 37 Fes hy IR 
The true Remedy of Evil is from 661 
within; admit Principles of Reaſon, 
tow iceds of Vin. 
Tis degenerate, for Man, who is 662 
endued with Reaſon, to Live at hap- 


hazard, and not out of Fore-fight o 
the Nature of things. 

Riches are but a Means, or Inſtru- 663 
ment; and the Vertue of an Inftru- 
ment lies in its Uſe. Eg 

Tis a Reproach to us, if the Faith 664 
of the Goſpel ſhould not attain ſuch _ 
effects, as the Principles of Nature 
have attained. e 
Ik Self be predominant, the man 6655 

J.. 8 
Nothing more diſcompoſes the Mind, 666 
than its own taking Offence, 3 
ET he 
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667 


670 


- The ſenſe of our Minds muſt com. 
ply with the State of Things : we are 
to be in Reconciliation with things 


that are Good; and to have a Dil. 
placency againſt things that are Evil. 


Where men have not conſidered, they 


ſhould rather be patient to Hear, than 
forward to Speak. „ 


No man hath Credit nom h to con- 


troul the Rule of Right: but every 


one, which values his Credit, muſt a- 
void all Immorality. ICY 

If a man ſns, and tranſgreſſes the 
Rule of Right; nothing is more Vile 


' to himſelf, than himſelf. 


No man can Overcome his Boaly 
Temper ; but by great Wiſdom. 

Matters of private Apprehenfion 
ought not to make a Publick Dit- 


ference. W . 
| Rudeneſs, or Lightneſs, levels per- 


ſons of the greateſt Diſtinction and 
Difference. 


The affectation of Singularity is no 
Pre- eminence: and the more of Facti- 
on the leſs of Piety. i 

Relative Holineſs depending upon 

4 


13 ELEC ALE 


A Cent. VII APFORISMS. 


a an arbitrary Act 5 13 of a mutabſe Na- 


ture. 

No man can be an 1 by be. 
ing a Chriſtian: but the more perfect 
any one is, the lels Boiſterous. 


God may aſſume any thing; or Per- 6 


82 


ſon into a ſpecial relation to Himſelf; 


may make it his Inftrument ; and then 


it is Holy: God may Deſert it, and 


then it becomes Commoz ; God may 
Releaſe, or Diſpenſe for a time. 
Man as a ſoc:able Creature, is made 
for Converſe with thoſe that ate his E- 
quals; to receive from them, and to 
Communicate to them; to be the Bet- 
ter for them, and to make them the 
Better for him. 

Univerſal Charity is a thing Final 
in Religion, 

Our Credit may not be enough to 

elend us upon Cenſure: or it may be 
ſo much, as to Lead others into Mi- 
ſtake. 

Vertue is in our Power, tho? Praiſe 
be not: we may Deſerve Honour, 
tho? we cannot Command it. 


8 


. 
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682 Sin, is an Attempt to controul the 
immutable and unalterable Laws of 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs, 
and Truth; upon which the Uni- 

„ 5 3 
683 None can tell what that man will 
do, who durſt vary from Right: for by 
the ſame Authority, that he varies 
from it in one. Inſtance, he may 
in all. "1 
684 Sin in its conſequence is Puniſh- 
= 5; ment. FE Sts, 

635 Notwithſtanding the Fulneſs of Li- 

berty, and Fulneſs of Power in Goa; 
we are ſurer of Him, in all Caſes of 

Righteouſneſs, and Equity; than of 
the Effects of any Natural Cauſe. 

686 Liberty, is not a Deformity, but a 

Perfection: and a Higher Agent ſhould 
be as true to his Principles, as a Na- 

CCCP 5 
687 Humane Nature if it be Right, 
and be not Abuſed; is (above all o- 
ther Natures below it) moſt Tender 

and compaſhonate. 2 

638 What ever Perfection is found in 
any Creature, it is primarily and Ori- 
N 4 Ep ginallv 
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zinally - tis perfectly ; and in "7 
pot degree, in God. 

Chriſt died that he might condemn 
Sin by his Death: therefore none can 
be Relieved by the Death of Chriſt, 


who Juſtify ſin by their Lives. 
Judgment ought to Rule in practice: : 


and Judgment ought to be conformed 


to the Reaſon of things, and the Re- 
velation of God. 


The Good man maintains his Integri- 


ty, according to his Judgment ; what- 
ever befals him. 

Tis monftrous and horrid, for a man 
to be better in the Reaſon af his mind, 
than he is in the choice of his Adi: 
ons. 

A Good man does not love an Error , 
therefore is not likely todye in it. 
Wiſdom and Vertue belong to hu- 


man Nature, as the Beauty, and Per- 


fection thereof: there is Privation, and 
Deformity where they are not. 

Tis the ſcope of Religion to Reſtore 
men to God. 

Fear is Prophetical of evil. 


H 2 The 
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697 The Benefits of the Goſpel are the 
3! Renovation of our Natures, and the 
| Reconciliation of our Perſons. 
698 The Romaniſts adulterate what is 
True in Religion; and Superadd what 
ie. V 
699 The Happineſs of men conſiſts in 
the enjoyment of God, by uſing his 
excellencies, and Attributes. 
700 He that is Diſboneſt Truſts no body. 
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7 1 Century VIIL. 


III that hath a Right to Punif, 
is not bound always to uſe that 


Right and to Puniſh. 


In all Sapremacy of Power, there is 


inherent a Prerogative to Pardon. 


We have a great Government, that 


of our ſelves ; we muſt, ſubordinate all 


the motions of ſence, to the DiQates 


of Reaſon. N 
Reaſon and Argument are Transfor- 


ming Principles, in Intellectual Natures. 


Whatſoever there is good Regſon for 


the Doing of, is Warranted of God. 


It is a great Pxiviledge, not to be 
obliged without Neceſſity. _ 

Tis hard to be Subject to Wil; 
tis natural to be Subject to Reaſon, 


Religion which is in Subſtance our 
Imitation of God , in his Moral Per- 
fections of Goodneſs, Righteoulneſs, 


i pineſs doth conſiſt. * EX 5 1 
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hayiour, are the greateſt Charity. 


When we make nearer A proaches 
to God, we have more ute of our 
ſelves. 

Nothing is more reaſonable, than 
thatWe ſhould be that to One another, 
which God is to us All. 

Leal for Truth, and Conſcience of 
Duty, are high Titles, om of great 


Name; but the greateſt Miſchief fol- 


lows , where Paſſion 5 and Interefi are 


; ſo cloathed. 
712 


Religion, which is a Bond of u. 
nion, ought not to be a ground of Di- 
viſion, | : 

Sublime K nowledge cannot dwell in 
an unquiet Spirit. = 

Whoſoever Saſpects, thinks himſelf 
Suſpected. : 

We do not think them our Friends, 


to whom, we are not Friends. 


We think not better of Others chan 


we do of our ſelves. 


Let any man chuſe to abate of his 
Right, rather than to Loſe his 
charity. | 


Fair conſtruction, and courteous Be- 


Mey | 
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Men that are often Angry, and for 719 
every Trifle; in a little time, will 

be little Re garden. 
Religion makes us Live as thoſe who 720 

Repreſent God in the world. .. "ON 

It is not Religion, but Superſtition, 721 
that makes us Dread God. Boe 
| Intemperance doth either ſtupifie, or 722 
enrage our Spirits. „ 
They that take no Delight in the 723 
Exerciſe of Vertue, could take no de- 
light in Heaven (either in the Em- 
ployment, or in the Inhabitants of 
—A RE 2 . 
: Religion confines us as our Nature 724 ; 
does; and if this be contrary to lit.. 
berty, where is Gods Liberty? 4 
IIis not Liberty to do what is not Fit 725 
to be done: for this cannot be ſaid of 
God, who has all true Liberty. + 

There is a Malignity in Sia, that 72 
Poyſons the Nature of Man; and 
through fin, One man is Formidable 
to another. THY 31% ORs ood 
Theſe two things go together; to 727 
Know God, and to know the Difference > 
of Good and Evil. .. > On 
N H 4 Voluntary | M8 
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Voluntary Submiſſion is better Sa- 


tisfaition , than impoſed Sufferings. 


The Caſe of l is not o- 
vercome where *tis overborn. 
Men work themſelves into an Athei- 


fical Judgment, by Atheiſtical Practi- 


IF it were not for Sin, we ſhould 
converſe together as Angels do. 282 


732 All Sin is contrary to the Rale of 
733 PVertue cannot be forced upon a 


man's practice; nor Happineſ; be for- 


ced into a man's Enjoyment. 


Maz, that is a Moral Agent, mult 


be morally dealt withal. 


Tis caficr to bear the Scorm of the 


Irreligious; than the Inſolence of the 


Hypocrite. 
Shall I jaſtife that Sin by my Life 
which Chrift condemned by his death. 

Natural Truths, are Truths of Gods 
Creation: Supernatural Truths are 
Truths of Gods Revelation. 
Moderation is Abating of our own 
Right to comply” with other men's 
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"God has in Him all 1 77 Ys - 
Right of Obedience, the Right of Pu- 
niſhment, and the Right of Pardon. 1 
(x )The Pleaſures of Senſe: (2)the Pre- 740 
valency of Bodily Preſence: (3) the Al. 
lurements of Pleaſure, Gain, and Ho- 
nour from without: (4) the Pleaſures of 
the things of this Life, and this world: 
the Abſence of the things of the other 
Life, and the other world: (5) 78 
great Improvement neceſſary to a hi 
er Life; the no Improvement nece 5 
to this : (6) the Depravation of our 
Principles, by ill uſe, theſe makes it 
| hard to Live religiouſly. bt 
The falling off from the true Me- 741 iq 
diator, is the grand Apoſtac ß. 1 
Morality is not a Means to any thing 74 
but to Happineſs: every ching elſe! is 
a means to Morality. 1 
Every one knows by the Light of 743 
Gods Creation, that Vertue is Divine, 1 
and Vice is Diabolical. 7 1 
Comply not with any fe Medium, 744 KW 
for ene our perſons, or out 
Service to God. 
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where Rational Creatures are, aid act 
exorbitantly; as on Earth, and in Hell. 


The Perfection of Nature is the 


State of Happineſs. 


Expe& no greater Happineſs in E- 
ternity, than to Rejoyce in God. 


We find it caſier to go on, than to 
$0 back. 
To be admoniſhed of an Enemy, is 
next to having a Friend. 9 
There is nothing more Unnatu- 
ral to Religion , than Contentions a- 


bout it. 1 
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745 Every degree of Seperation, is a de- 
gree of Alienation. 4 
746 None but Fools would Live in 4 De, 3 
and not abide in the Truth. = 
7479 The ſtrength of Confidence, is the * f 
weakneſs of Judgment. |; 
743 No man is Deſpiſed, but himſelf 3 is . 
tze cauſe of it. 3 
749 Paſſion ungoverned by Reaſon is. 7 
Madneſs. 
750 Sin, is in it ſelf an M-narured thing : | 

2 Sinner is an Incendiary and lets 
the world on fire. 3 

751 There is no Confuſion in the world, but 
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To inſiſt upon Antiquated, and 757 
unneceſſary things; or to be Conten- 
tious about private, and particular Ap- 
prehenſions; Hinders the Advance- 
ment of Truth, the Increaſe of Know- 
ledge, and the Exerciſe of Chari- 
Tis unmanly to Quarrel, becauſe 758 
TTT „55 
' Enthuſiaſm is the Confounder of 959 
Reaſon, and Religion. ns 
Tal for God, and Truth, appears 760 
to Others, in fair Perſwafion, and 
ſtrong Arguments. > =: 
' Religion is not ſerved by exaſpera- 761 
ting, but by Compoſing the Minds 
of men. | ed «; | 
© To Worſhip God in Spirit (i. e. ac- 762 _ ||| 
F cording to the Dictates of true Rea 
# ſon (the Light of the Moral world): ü 
this was the Religion of Adam in | 
Innocency ; and there is nothing be- " 
yond this, in the State of Glory, but | 
as 5 there. e 
In Religious Worſhip, the preſence 
Jof the Mind, may Compenſate the 
Abſence gf the Body: but the Pre- 
ä Money 
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| ſence of the Body, cannot compen- | 


ſate the Abſence of the Mind. 
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He that doth not Govern bimelf 


| by Sobriety, can neither do Right 


to Men, nor do Honour to GOD” 
Trab! is ſingle: and thoſe who meet 


in Truth are United. 
None can do à man ſo much Harm, 


as he doth himſelf. 


 Arbitrarineſc, and Self-will are great 
exorbitancies in the Rational world. 


When the * inzer uſes his Liber- 


; ty to Repent ; M and God uſes his Pre- 
_ royative ” Pardon ; then fin , which 
hath been, is as if it had not been. 


All hs: Inſtances of Morality arc 


Confervative of Humane Nature > in 
its ſeyeral Perfections. 
No men ſtand more in Fear of | 


God, than Thoſe who moſt Deny, 
and leaſt Love Him. 

Nothing is more RMnomable than Na- 
tural Truth: nothing is more Credi. 


ble than Revealed Truth. 


He that finds not in himſelf, 4 
Principle ſuited to the Moral FLY 
15 departed from himſelf, and hath 


Joſt 
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loft che Perfection of his Nature. | 
Where Nnomledge doth not attain 773 
the effect of Goodneſs, the Truth 45 95 
held in unrighteouſneſs. 
"The Moral Law is aLaw in it ſelf: Tv 
the neceſſity of that Law is trom the 
Nature of things. 1 
Men e Happy , til they are 775 
Reconciled unto God, (who is their 
Happineſs): and men cannot be Re- 
conciled unto God, till they are by 
Repentance Reconciled unto Righte- : 
ouſneſs. 
Tis worſe to have an IIl- affected 776 
Mind, than an III-diſpoſed Body. 1 
Vertue is Connatural, and pre- 
ſervative, Dice is Unnat ral, and 
deſtructive to the Nature f Man. 
The Reaſon of things is the only 
Rule in matters of Natural Know- 
ledge; and the Revelation in Scrip- 
ture, is the only Rule, in all matters 
of Faith. 
Man contradicts his own Princi- 
les, and departs from himſelf, when 
pl falls off . 


If 
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780 [f a man has wrong Suppoſitions 
in his mind concerning Goa, he will 
be Wrong through all the parts of 

his Religion. 5 
781 For men to confine the Divine 
Nature to, or to expect divine In- 
fluence from any Material thing, is 

„ . 
782 According to the Nature of Man: 
according to the Attributes of GOD: 
according to the Principles of Righ- 
teouſneſs: according to the Reaſon 
of things : Theſe are Laws which are 

not to be controuled. _ 

783 Knomledge, in the Underſtanding 

is Truth; in practice is Goodneſs. 

784 Darkneſs ſpoils Modeſty: no man 

blulhes in the Dark. | 

785 By Vice, men differ from men, as 
the Devils differ from God. 

7866 If I can ſhew a man Argument, 

and Reaſon; I will convince his Judg- 
ment, againſt his W. 

787 Goodneſs is the proper Notion of 

God: and Thankfulneſs is the ſuit- 

able Duty of Creatures. 
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Sin is the Degeneracy of Humane 
Nature: but Repentance is for Re- 


What can a man look for, when he 


is not True to himſelf; when he has e- 
very thing within himſelf riſing up a- 
gainſt himſelf? 5 
By Knowledge, one way; and by 
Affection, another way; is diſtracti- 
on and confuſion. 

Nothing is more Specifick to man, 


than Capacity of Religion , and ſenſe 


of God. 


None have more Feared God and 


Death; than thoſe who have wrought 


up themſelves to Aſſert there is no 
God ; and that after death themſelves 


are nothing : which ſhews that theſe 
men fin again the innate ſenſe of God, 
that is within themſelves. 025 


Atheiſts deny God, that all things, 


may be alike in themſelves; becauſe 
if there be a God, then is there a 
ſupream Law according to the Na- 
ture of God; according to the Rea- 


ſon of things; according to the Rule 


of Right. 
| The 
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1 n 


is ſpoken of Others, 


"The Primitive Rules: of Moral pood 


"oa evil, carry Reaſon with them, 


ſo immutable; that no time can a- 


boliſn. 
We muſt not put Trat into the 


place of a Means, but into the ** 
of an End. 


Where Reaſon ſpeaks „it is the 


voice of God. 


Things are greater than we, ood 
will not comply with us: we, who 
are leſs than Things, muſt Com. 
ply with them. 

There is more of God in the Mind 
of Man, than in all this world be- 
tides; for man was made after the I 


mage of God. 


No man is a Bi to himſelf who 


Urges another to Do him an Injury, 


or to Own an Injury that he hath 
done. 


Thoſe Who are Exil themſelves Y 
are hard to Believe the Good that 


» - 


Ceatury 


* 7 1 01 


| Gary ix. 


man as man: for *tis contra- 
+. ry to the order of Reaſon, 
the peculiar and higheſt Principle 4 in 
Man. 

Man 5 himſelf at firſt, tbe- 
before he can Reconcile himſelf) to 


8 1 ; Unrighteouſnels , „and 


lineſs. 


ee 07 Right is the Firſt, and 


Leading Principle in Religion. 


Tis not Wiſdom, but Preſumpti- 


on for men to do any thing in Re- 


ligion without true Reaſon, or di- 


vine Direction. 


What is not from God (by Rea- 


ſon or by Scripture) cannot Recom- | 


mend Us to God. 
As there is no other Object of Wor- 


chip but God) that made Heaven and 
Earth; ſo there is no other Mean of 


Worſhip, | but the 155 Jeſus Chriſt. 
q Where 


Flor contrary | to 7 Mind of 
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$07 Where Scripture doth not Dire&, ; 


God refers us to the Direction of Na- 
ture: thetefore where you have not 


4 Text of Scripture for what you 


do; be Rational in what you do. 


Give me a Religion, that is groun- 


| ded upon Right Reaſon, and Di- 


wine Authority; ſuch as when it does 
aatain its effect, the World is the bet- 
teragrit.... ak 

Future Miſery is not a Foreign Im- 


poſition by Power; but an acquired 


conſtitution of Mind: it is guilt of 
Conſcience , and Malignity of Spi- 
'Tis Blaſphemy to ſay, (1.) That 


God is a true Cauſe of the Creatures 


fin; or (2.) the only caufe of the 


Sinners Milery; ſo that if it were 


not for God's Power, a Sinner, as 
ſuch, might be ſafe ; and ſaving the 


Prohibition, good and evil arc both 


_ alike. 


8 
be under the Obligations of Reaſon, 


Some put themſelves under the Prin- 
ciples of Atheiſm , that they may not 


Religioa , and Conſcience. 


; ; Nothing 
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Nothing is more Unnatural, or of 
greater Deformity in the whole world, 
than chat an Intelligent Agent, ſhould 
have the Truth of things in his 
Mind; and that it ſhould not give 
Law and Rule to his Temper, Life, 
and Actions. MEE IE? EE 

There is the fulleſt ji nth from 
inward ſenſe of Reconciliation with 


312 


God , with the Reaſon of things, and 


with the Rule of Righteouſneſs, Good- 

neſs, and Truth. 1 „ 

8 N to the order of 
things, for Will, and Affections to 


go before Underſtanding and Judg- 


Things are to guide the Under- 


ſtanding : the Underſtanding is not to 


contradict things. #2 
If we follow God in his ways, when 
we have found Him out in his Works, 


we abide. in the Truth: and if we do 


815 


816 


not; we Live in a Lye, and have 


not our higheſt Principles in their pro- 
per Uſe. 0H 4108 
of impartial Examination goes not 


firſt, groſs Folly, and Superſtition 


„5 will 
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wil follow after.” i 
Converſation with God, Anden 
oy and Righteouſneſs , is Heaven 
begun here: Wickedneſs and Guilt 
is Hell begun ie... 
What makes us Chat; ates us 


Happy: and nothing makes us Hap- 


y, but what primarily and antecedent- 
ly, makes us Good. 


The ect of our Regen; l is our 


Agreement with God, in Mind and 


Temper: and 'tis the Uſe of our Re- 
ligion; by it, as a Means, to intro- 
duce that Agreement. The Final 
Accompliſhment of our Religion is, 
by the Exerciſe of it, to Enjoy God, 
who is our Ultimate End, and Hap- 


pineſs. 


To do good, and to e God, are 
materially the ſame: and the e 
of God is the Imitation of Him. 

There muſt be greater perfections 
than We are inveſted with: and Man 
is an Argument to himſelf, that there 
15 : God 5 

Some are Atheiſts by Neglect, o- 
= are ſo by Aﬀettation. 
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© Malignity of Td. „if not cured, ; 


90 End in Hell. 
Can a Creature be Happy 3 


God, ho cannot be at all without 


Him? | 

Peace and Ref A pes upon a ſenſe 
of Reconciliation with God ; which 
is Felt and Aſſured by Agreement 
with the Rule of Righteouſneſs (the 


Holy- Law, and Will „and Nature 


of God.). 


W be produceth Atheiſm , and 


Atheiſm ſettles men in Wii 


He that is an Atheiſt, has made 


EAN ſo. 
Let God be Recommended to us, 


and let 26 be engaged to God, by 5 7 


Goodneſs. 
That Faith which is not a Princi- 
ple of Life, is a Nullity in Religi- 
ns 

One that is a Believer „and one 
that is Obedient ; one that is an Un- 
believer, and one that is Difobedi- 
ent, is the ſame. | 
1 we be in 4 State of Religion, 


we find an internal Reconciliation 
i, 3 with 
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the Rule of Righteeuſneſs; Tb that, 


ral part of Religian. 


2 good Mind, and a go 
elle is about Religi 


n nn 


we Harmonize with God, in all that 
i GOd. | or AL IND 
(..) Some out of Superſtition, are 
not examine the do@rine of Religi- 
on, but blindly refer themſelves to 
"ra 10 (2. 1 nf De- 
hon, will not examine what 
te(s , becauſe they practice _ Re 
ligion, and 'tis not Truth, but In- 


tereſt, that is intended by them: 
4 8.0 Some, out of Idleneſs, and 


Seif-neglet; do not examine their 


Religion, all their care being to be 


Denominated from it. 

T is 2 gr oſs miſtake to ale , 
the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chrit, 
to the Moral part of Religion : where- 


as the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chrift 
. is on purpoſe to Reſtore, and Re- 


inforce the Principles of God's Cre- 
ation, and to Re-cftablith the Ao- 


The State of Religion lies in this, 
od Lite , all 
mut 
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muſt: n. not put the To ſtrumntal part 
Religion ng the n of Re igi- 

ne. & H 

Some things s are G Good in in themſelyes 

and they make men Good. 


When we do any good to Others, | 


we' do as much » or more good to 
our ſelves. 


Before a man is . he hath Z 


himſelf intire 5 but after he is pro- 
voked , he knows not how much , 


er hour little of himſelf will re- 


main. | 


. Tis no leſs a Divine work, to Re- 


fare the lapſed Creation of God, than 
it was to Raiſe that Creation out of 
nothing „ 5 

God may ive Repentance to r 
2 but * 
to the Impenitent. 

The more you are offended at your 
Evil Thoaghts, the lefs they are 
yours ;-'the mote they are your 
Burden ,: the leſs they are Len 
Guilt. . 

Our Souls as! not the athioft 
uſe „ and Improvement of them- 

21 1 4 ſelyes, 


cannot give unde 
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"FI; ſaving in their Employment 
about God „ and Enjoyment of Him. 
There is a Capacity in Man's Soul 
larger than can be Anſwered by a- 
ny thing of his Own, or of 1 Fel: 


| low-Creature. 

Our ſeveral 8 b a kind 
of Natural Science of their own | Obs 
n 
| The Rioheconforſe — God is * 
Forgiving the Penitent : - the Wrath 
of God is his Puniſhing the Sin- 
ner. 

?Tis our 3 and Happi- 
neſs to Attend upon God. 

Created Intellectual Nature has this 
as its proper Perfection, to have 
ſenſe, and N of God; 


in whom is all Fullneſs * And Per- 
fection. 


The true Uſe 5 the. * 
Perfections of Intelledtual Nature, Rea- 
fon, and Liberty; is to AQ upon 
 Qad,, and to An wer our 9 to 
Him. 
is our excellency 7 That we are 
pole of Re rents 1 
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The Obedience of the Penitent 
is the Evangelical Righteouſneſs of 
men: and the » Forgiveneſs of ſins, 
is the imputed Righteouſneſs of 
RAS: 6 24n WV 


None is a Speculative Atheist, 


but he is a Practical Atheiſt firſt. 
God is not enjoyed but by Recon- 
ciliation, and Reſemblance. _ 
The State of Religion confiſts in 
a divine Frame and Temper of mind; 
and ſhews it ſelf in a Life and Acti- 
ons, conformable to the divine Will. 


To do any thing contrary to Re- 
| ligion 5 1s to do what 18 contrary to 


God is to us, according to our 


Capacity. e bak 

Our Happineſs de ends upon Tem- 
per within, and Object without. 
A man cannot make himſelf Hap- 
py by Self. Enjoy ment, becauſe he 


15 not Self- Sufficient: Man cannat 


ſatisfy himſelf in himſelf. 
Io be in Conjunction with God, 


10 | 
neſs, x} | 'Twas 
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is to be in Conjunction with Happi- 
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Certain by Revelation, chat God 
1 Pardon thoſe who? Repent. 


[25.09 


God Created Man with a Vaſt Ca 
pacity of Receiving ; and anſwerab: 


ly hereunto, with a Reſtleſs Deſire 
of greater Good, than the Creature 
can afford. 


Were it not for the Light „ we 


ſhould not know we had fuch a 


ſenſe as Sight: Were it not for 
God, we ſhould not know the Pow: 
ers of our Souls ; which ws an Ap. 


Propriation to God. 


That is good as a Mans, which 


doth promote the End : and there 
is in Religion what is lautende, 
and what is Final. 1 ionq 


It is Natural for Man to Har- 


monie with the Nature of things. 


Habits are loſt by forbearing thoſe 
Acts which are Connatural to, and . 
Canſervative of them. 


is the deſign of ab 00 of to 
xeduce men to the Obedience of thoſe 
Eternal Laws of Righteouſneſs „ un- 


Thers 


fer which we were Made, 


i "A ; 


1 &1f-Abuſe. 
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There is a Few ro of Mind , 
8 roſs ſelf· Neglect; and a Re- 
probacy of Mind, throug 


Man hath, through the poſſibi- 
lities of his Natuee : man hath at, 


through aon Uſe thereof. Marth. aß. 


N 
A Mind blinded by Ignorance 75 and 
Depraved by Vice is Deformed, and 
in an unnatural, which i is an unea- 
1y State, 
T bere is nothing in Religion ne- 
ceſſary, which is Uncertain. 
Where men are Renewed, know- 
1 doch effect Goodneſs. 
No man can Command his Jud 
ment, therefore oy Man muſt 
bey it. 
We hold all of God, 124 are ac- 
countable to Him; he is Proprietor, 
we the Stewards. 
I The Law of Rigbt, and Rule of 
Reaſon are the things endowed with 
Yower of Warrant, or Reſtraint. 
Objects do affect 5 28 . are 
Fapaſe. 


unnatural 
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| Gol is. to be: Referred to our 


= and to be Reſted in as 
our End. 15 
Contrary t to che N 8 Man as 
man, is the great Rule and Notion 
of Deformit . 
"—_ Sinner ade, Ar de- 
parts. om the Natural Uſe of him- 
ſelf, his Powers, and Faculties. 


Mie: was made a Law to him- 
ſelf | 


Wee before” Abe elne. 
tural Acts, is Vertuous and Good. 


Self- - Enjoyment | cannot be without 
Self- Government. 

There is more ſolid SatiafuRion: in 
good Self-Government , than in all 


the forced Jollities and Pleaſyres of 
the world. 


They that Force things, often break 
themſelves: : but Things return to their 
courſe again. 

*Tis a groſs Miſcarriage for men 
not to conſider the End, not to con- 
ſult the Rule, not to be Governed by 
the Principle of Life, ; 


What 


1 


Gon IX. AP HORISMS. 


Nr i ever by way of O. 884 
jet, but God Himſelf? what is 
Heaven in the Subject, but our Re- 
conciliation with þ and Conformity 
to Him? 
Irreligion is the moſt Unnatural 885 
thing in the world. 1 702 
0 is a Principle uniform 401 886 
Satisfactory : Paſſion is a Principle eon- 72 
tradictious and incendiary. 1 
Ti the peculiar Excellency of Mo- 887 
ral Vertue, that it does much Good, N 
and can do no Harm. 3% 
There are no Natural deſi res of 888 
what is Unnatural. 
The Right of the Caſe is the Law 889 
of the World. 1 
He that Acts without Judgment 890 
of Reaſon, will ſoon Act contrary 
to it. 1 
_ Moalignity is ſin, and Torment. 891 
Tis not for our good, to be at 892 
Liberty to do our ſelves Hurt. This 
Religion keeps us from. | 
Nothing can be a matter of Faith, 898 
which is not a matter of Revelati- = 
on. 


 Heawern 
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"Haves: is a place where "God on- 
ly Rules, where God is all in all. 
God is as Good, as Good can be. 

Make not an Ixjury where there 
is none: and there is none Where it 
is not intended. 

Lou do God Right, when you are 
Religions. 
£ Fallibility is 2 Realon for Mode- 


ber be Tre Friend, ot a meer 
Stranger 6 +5. 

No man is cee « Truth, 
by anothers falling into Paſſion. 
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Vr we do not Revoke the Evil, 
which we have at any time com- 


mitted; the Gailt will lye upon our 


Conſciences, without any Removal; 
and the Malignity will affect our Minds, 


without any Remedy. 


There is no Happizeſs , or Peace, 
but in the Compliance of the Tem- 
per of our Minds with the Reaſon 


of things ; which is a Conformity 
with the Everlaſting Law of Righte- 
— „ 


Goa takes a large Compaſs, to bring 
about gener. 
As God, in the Natural world, 


hath fitted one thing to another, 
whereby Ineptitude to the End is 

excluded: fo will he alſo in the In- 
tellectuall world of Souls and Spirits, 
finally proportion Capacities , and 
States. RE 
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as Wal NN "GmX, Þ* 
909 ; * other world will he” admirable 


for Congruities. 
96 No man can be without the ne- 
ceſſary Perfections of Humane Na- 
ture, Underſtanding and Liberty. 

907 Conſidering the 0 ernatural Pro- 
| viſion of God, and the Natural Ac- | 
compliſhments of Man; he is more 
Sufficient for the purpoſes of his Crea- 
tion, than any inferior Creature what- 14 
„ |. 
98 Tis no leſs an Ad of the Wil, F- 
| tho? a man be at the firſt attempt, i 

unwilling: yea tho? he ſuffer great 80 
difficulty in e himſelf o 5 
| will. E 
gog God defires no man's Salvation : 
without his Return: and God de- | 
- fires no man's Return „ without his 


Conſent. = - 
910 Fe that kzons mos; thinks he has 
maoſt ſtill to Learn, 1 
giz Where there is moſt of God, there 1 
ae r I 
912 Pray with Humility, and Do vb * 
; Diligence. | 


That | 1 | 


I. 4 
U = C = 
. * * 4 
* * * 
— 1 8 


r * r rr 
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. "Gat * 5 18. 


he ö 4 % 4 1 5 


That Pomer is in vain, which n ne- 
. ver is in Uſe. | 
1 Tis repugnant , That God ſhould 

tabs pleaſure in us, till W. e do Har- 
monize with Him. 

We Live by Grace, ee 
4 tis comely for us to Acknowledge 
Grace. 5 
0 Spirit of 4 e rs the Candle 

* of the Lord , Lighted by God, and | 

IN | Lightning Gag to G : 

E Men are not fo far to preſs' the 917 

i Principles of God's Creation , as = | 

Neglect the Grace of F God: 

for to depend upon the Grace of ry 

” as to Neglect the anne of God's 

„ © Ereation.” £0 

The Evil of ſin depends not on- 918 

1 on the Will of God, forbiddingg 

E ie ene an Intrinſick Malignt-* 3 

» y. in it, and 'tis deſtructive of the 

„  Subjea. ENS = 
i In the loweſt degree of fn; there 919 
„ 1 Variation from the Law of Rik 3 

4 4 84 in the higher degrees 3 4 

n, there is a Contradiction to, and "A 

dali rrection e it. i; 
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He makes 0 
Every man This has to do with 
kim that is truly Religious is the Bet- 
and true Religion 
hath done only good in the world. 

( which is the Coun- 


ter for hm: 


* 930 | 


no o Ulkder fandime. 3 8 
The Notion of | Faith in God, 


comprehends in it Fidelity to God. 
EY Thoſe who have not the Temper 
of Religion, are not Competent Jud- 
ges of the Things of Religion. 
Where there is a Principle of Na- 


ture, there will be Progreſs to Per- 


fection, unleſs there be the IO 


ment of Violence. 


An Holy Frame is a ching conna- | | 


tural to divine Truth. 
He knows moſt, who Does beſt. 


WMe cannot be Undone, but by o our 
2 1 


God expects man ſhould Do, as 
im capable. 


Super ſtition 
- rerfeit of Religion) hath: done the 
worſt, and the greateſt MiſchieS. 


Religion doth Beautify 
the Soul of man with all thoſe 
4 9 „ Vertues, 


Ap SMS. "Cent: X. £ 
"A man is no body, where he has 


and Adorg 
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| Vertues . Which acco mpliſh him, fe 
4 Regular Life „ and 5 
End. 

Religion doth Recover the Sound- 


| neſs, and * the N of Na- 


tree 
Vertue is Religion, but it hath 


not the full Nature 77 Vertue, if 


there be not in it a reſpect to God. 


The Height of his Original, and 
the excellency of his End, repre- 
ſent Man as a confiderable Creature 6 
that he was Created by God, and 


_ app Rebe en to Him. 


Image is upon Us, | and we 


belon to Him. 
Religion begins in Knowledge , R and 


oats in Goodneſs „ Which is God- 


likeneſs. 
To have worth Thoughts of God, 


and to be well affected towards Him, 


is the ſum of our Devotion. 


GOD would never have made Mas | 


to that Height and Excellency of Na- 


ture, if he had deſigned him only to 
worldly e >, and ac 8 


here below. {7 - 5 


or an Happy 
93104 


; AP FORE MS. Can, N. Fr 
938 GD is the Object 7 does ful- 
If ly exhanft and draw out; which 
does perfectly exerciſe and employ 
the Faculties of Mind, % and Under- 
© = ſtanding. | | 
| 939 Let us all 8 Live, 2 as we ſhall 
wid we had Lived, when we come 
to Dye; for that only i is well, that 
1 8 ends Well. a ; 
Wi 090 The being Righteous | in our deal- 
bl ings with mem, en an expecta- 
tion of being Riek teouſſy dealt with, 8 
=. * them. | 
oa. God with me, is all in al. 
ill 942 The Reaſon of 4 man's Mont" mon 
be ſatisfied ; no man can think againſt 
. 3 
1 | wth A man's Reaſon is no where ſo. 
much fatisficd as in matters of Faith. 
944  Antinomians pretend the Liberty 
E 8 Goſpel, againſt the Conſcience 
0 
Wt. „ God is more forward to Over- lock, 
1 hag, men are to Acknowledge cheir 
_—_ . erfsctions. 5 
946 M is to be ſuppoſed, that the mir- 
1 bers f Feith * perkealy agreeable 


"he . Rl Ms. 


= 


to the . and E ee 5 


E which God originally made, 


3 thoroughly underſtands, and which "i 
He neither Contradicts, nor Varies | 


from, becauſe , that would be to 
Contradict, and Vary from Him- 
ſelf. ; 
8 Intellectual Nature i is made to r 
God, and is Made under Obligati- 
on to Him. 

Religion is a true Pes 66 hu. 
mane Nature: in the firſt inſtance, 
it doth Uphold , and conſerve; in 
the next, it doth Repair and Reco- 


ver, and Reſtore the Principles of 


| God's Creation, / 


Religion doth lay the Foundation 
of mental Peace , Satisfaction p and 


Content. 


97, oy its Operation Sanctify a man's 
and make him better, is not 
Religion 


Thoſe who are Sincere and Hoe f 


in their Religion „. 2 are What 
their Religion requires them to be; 
07 Are ** in their Temper „ and 

| K 3 8 
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Ra which doth not by it fel, 5 1 


1 
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| "they Do 10 * in their Practice. 


cers upon Religion, 
the Power of Religion; but Religi- 
on is under the Power of their De- 
ſigns. 
As great a mind as God back to 
Convert ſinners, He never did Force 
them, but doth Perſwade, and deal 
with them according to the Princi- 


ly ſuch: 


to, 


whole man : 


Hypocrites, Deſigners , and Practi- 
are not under 


ples of their Make. 
To Impoſe what is Une tenable . 


is to e upon the Creation of 
God. 


>... man is cer to admit no- 
thing as Religion, 


Religion , he muſt be Anſwerable 


Religion doth poſſeſs and affect the 


it is Knowledge; in the Life, 


is Obedience: : in the Aﬀe&ions | A *t 


in our Carriage 
and Behaviour, it is Modeſty, 
nes 7 Gentleneſs » Quictneſs, 


is Delight in God: 


—_— 


N 1 


but what is real- 
and what he does admit as 


in the N a 


Calm- 
Can- 
=. 


in Temper and State, in Life 
LD and Practice. bf 


* ce N. APHORISMS. 


6—— 


dor, 3 Ingenuity : 


. dence with the Rule of Riener 
nels. . + 


Religion makes men Vertuous i in al | 


; Fe 


Religion has Jiffcrent Denen 


tions and Names from different Acti- 
ons, and Circumſtances; but ' tis 


One thing, viz. Univerlal Righteouſ- 


neſs, 
Religion reſtores and repairs what 
is loſt of the Creation of God in 


man, by Ill-uſe, or * of our 


ſelves. 


Sinners had rather be in any . 


pany, than alone with e 
fa d' rather -be in any Employment , 
than in Reflection upon themſelves. 
Religion had place at all times, 


before the Law of 1 ae under 1 it, 


and ſince. 


The Falſer men are in their Re- 


Uigio > the more Furjous they are for 


* Faith acknowledges the Reiſen of 
K 4 things; 


in our Dai K 
is Uprig htneſs, Role of Correſpon- 


* 3 
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. 
We muſt be Men, that we may 


Alterations .. 


The Creator of the world can 5 


under no Confinement to any place 


be Chriſtians. 


Religion is at leaſt Harmleſs , and 


Innocent : and it doth not deſerve 


that Sacred Name, if it does us no 


Good. 


Man is by Nature, a nil. and. 


Gentle Creature; and cannot by 


True Religion , be made Fierce and 


Cruel. 


Moral Endowments are the Mate- 
rials of true Religion. 


Nothing is more Spiritual 3 chan 
that which is Moral. 


Io have Reſpet# to God, is eſſen- 
8 tial to true Religion, and Predomi- 


75 


nant in . 
1 oppoſe not. Rational to Spiritu- 

als for Spiritual is moſt Rational. 
The more we Uſe Wiſdom and 

vit, the more e they are our Own; 


and 
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288 Things ; - makes no Attomprs upon, or 


| 


Ja 


x _ 


= the more we e Je 


it ſhould be: but in C reatures, is, 
| and ought to be, are often divided. 


not Religion, but are effective of 


g and there is the Religion of the Means. 


there be not thereby an Attainment = |} 
of the End. 
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In God, tis always infallibly as 973 


There are ſome things, which are on L 


Religion „ and Operative towards it. 
There is the Religion of the End, 975 


The Uſe of Means is nothing, if 976 


He that believes Wn God 6 ; 977. 1 
without Evidence that God ſays it; 
doth not believe God, while he bs. - | 
lieves the Thing which comes from 2 
God. 


"Tis more proper to call 0 Scrip- 978 4 ö 


ture a Rule, than to call it a Judge. 


The Times wherein I Live, are 979 


more to me, than any elſe. 


Our Teal muſt be kindled wich 980 
pure fire from God's Altar, that it 
may rather Warm, than Burn; En- 


- liven, rather than Enflame. | | 


Determinations beyond _ 981 
ave 
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6298 indeed. enlarged Faith, but Ie. 
ſened Charity „ and multiplied Di. 
vifions. 

When the Love of Trath ales in 

the heart, the Light of TION will 
guide the Practice. 

The Practice of Religion is the 
true Uſe of thoſe Faculties, Which 
God hath inveſted Hymane Nature | 

„ 
It is our proper , to Live 
i contradiction to the very 8 of 
our Being. 1 
Ihe malignity of: fin, does intime - | 
Vitiate the Principles of Nature and 
the Sinner comes to Live intirely by 
Senſe and Paſſion, who has been wont 
to put a Violence upon Judgment , 
Wein; and Conſcience. _ — 

He only can effectively Abſolve 

men from their fins, who can _ - 


the bonds of Death. | . 
None ſo Empty, as thoſe who N 
| full of themſelves 4.4 - 


Intemperance doth weaken Reaſon, 
and contradict Religion, 


; Take | 
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Take every man at his beſt, and 
you will find him good for ſome- 


thing. 
| - 
fidence, and a tranſcendent Pleaſure. 
The work of this State is, to bring 
our Bod ies into Subjection to our Minds; 
and to bring our Minds to Harmonize 
with God. „ 

Ih!here can be no Reaſon for Wic- 
Ki „ Which is contrary to Rea- 


Tis the Work and Buſineſs of 


Religion, and of our Lives, to re- 
concile the temper of our Spirits to 


the Rule of Righteouſneſs, and to 


incorporate the principles of our Re- 


ft: Religion begets in us Rational con- 
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ligion into the complexion of our 


Minds, VV 1 
Io be Challenged by the Reaſon 
of a man's own Mind „ goes nea- 
rer to his heart, than to be cenſu- 
red by all the world beſides. 


No man's Inferioriiy makes him con- 


temptible. 
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=7I e B05 ll. Gen. X + 
"996 He chat t yields Obedience to Truth, X 


does Right to himſelf: and as a man 


knows things to be, fo ſhould he | 


Do. 


; 997 2 They — 2 Reiten Fn it, which 


the A "Be had not, who reject the 
Uſe + Reaſon in Matters Reli- 
l 

998g We cannot 6 too 1 
Imperfection from God; cannot A- 
ſcribe too much perfection to him: 
therefore God is more Knowable than 
any thing elle. 


999 Judgment and Practice will comply "1 


one with another. 


8. 1000 We ought not to Name God, with- 


our a Se of Him, * our r Minds. 5 
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A Prayer for Morning or 


Evening. 


0% Bleſſed God , the Creator and Go- 


Jod, and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
We thy Creatures were Made to feek and find, 


to know and reverence, to ſerve and obey, to ho. 
nour and glorify, to imitate and enjoy thee who. 
art the Original of our Beings, and the Centre 
of our Reff. Our Reaſonable Nature hath a pe- 
culiar Reſervation for thee, and our Happineſs: 
confiſts in our Aſſimilation to, and Employment- 
about Thee. The nearer we approach unto thee, 
the more Free we are from error, ſin, and miſery 


and the further off we are from I hee, the further 
off we are from Truth, Holineſs, and Felicity. 


Withoat thee, we are ſure of nothing, we rs 

not ſure of our ſelves: but thro? thee there is 

_ Self-Enjoyment in the mind, when there is no- 
thing but Confuſion ; and no Enjoyment of the 
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e could not conceive Thee to be perf, 
feer of every t hing that is anjaſt wicked and im 
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pow: we ſhould Miſfeprefent I hee anto the 
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vernour of the World; the only true \ | 


Good, if we did not look apon thee, as the Dete- 
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things with the greateſt Reaſon , in exacteſt 
EE Righteouſneſs, in the fulleſt equity that is poſſible. 
Mie acknowledge that the Lam of our Nature, cr 
HE of or Religion 4s Men, reſults neceſſarily from our 
i Relation to Thee, as our Creator and God; awd 


that it cannot be, that we ſhould be Diſ-obliged | 
WE from our Obedience, which is the moral Neteſſty, 
WEE and high Priviledge 5 our Being. Bring bac 
REF therefore our Minds, ſ juſt and wiſe Reflections, 
WE Zo Centre themſelves in Thee; that thro? Repen- 
Wh cance, and Pardon, our ſins may be as if they had 
never been; and our Souls may be in 72 2 Re- 
cConciliation with thy Vature, and Will, and Lam, 
aud the Meaſures of everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
IN Goodneſs, and Trath : that our Minds may bein. 
Cove and Good-will, in Concord and Agreement 
vii the whole Creation of God, with ee 
WIRE - derives from God, Holds of God, and Acknowled- 
Wh geth Him. We know Thou cauſt not wary from 
be Perfeitions of thy Nature ; and therefare we 
WE cannot Promiſe our ſelves that thou wilt Pardon 
0 without * or Fear that Thou wilt © 
Condes thoſe who do Repent. But when we ſin 
painſt Thee, we Wrong our own Souls; and 
Wickedueſe makes us Enemies tn ur Happineſs, 
ul aur Beings, © L.. 
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fon of God, without whom we cannot Live at all. 


Leis the Light of Truth, aud the Help of Grace be 


., onal Principles of Action in us, that we m ay in 


time of Life,attain the Ends for which we live; & . 
that our Religion which Begins in Rnomledge, may 


Proceed in Action, Settle in Temper, and End 
in et, that we may make it the work and 


buſine s of our Lives, to Reconcile the Temper of | 
our Spirits to the Rule of Righteouſneſs, and is 


| Incorporate the Principles of our Religion into 
the Complexion of our Minds; that what we At 


tribute to God, as his moral excellencies and Per- 


fellions, we may propſs to our ſelves gs matter of 


Practicę and Imitation; and that what is our beſt + 


Employment in this world, and will be our only 


and our tranſcendant Pleaſure. 


Let us not put off that R 33 and Refor-; 
hich is 4 Buſineſs of © 


mation to our laſt hours, m 
Difficulty and e : 45 the working out all ui. 

| cious Habits eſta 55 
Cuaſtom; and the working in of Religious Diſpo- 


ſirions, by contrary Practire, amd flow Degrees is. 
Free us timely by Conformity unto the Goſpel 4 | 
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Chriſt ,from that Raucour and Malignity, 


our former practice of ſin hath polſoned and de 
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Let us always Live in the Fear, and Apprehen- 
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Employment in the next, may be our free Choice, © 
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UNE may Depart hence to an eftate ægrecable & happy,natur al 
ol proper to that holy & heavenly Temper, in which we 
eue ſeteled our [elves here, by Religious Vſe, Practice, . ' 
eon; andthat this Divine Conſtitution, which was re- 
mu commended to aur Souls by the excellency of its Nature, 
Ws tay be Perpetuated and Conſummated in us, when we are 
EE. gore from hence; & we be for euer with thee, in whoſe 
wi preſence is fulneſs of Foy, at whoſe vicht hand ave plea» 
er for ebermre. Al this we hamkly ber of thee, 0 
Welk  Lord;as we ave Capable for our ſel ves, & for all Chriſtian 
fl People,& for al Man kind; thro Jeſus Chriſt our Mediator 
Ee Redeemer : in whoſe Na ue aud Wards me ſum up our 
hein  OurFather, Se. 
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